
Educate the Masses?! 

A lesson plan for grade 9 
History 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Civic literacy 
By:  Christy Cutts of East Chapel Hill High School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

Lesson Outcome 

The learner will engage in historical research in order to understand the expansion of 
government in 19th century England and will apply his knowledge of 19th century political parties 
to a role-play parliamentary discussion. 

Type of Activity 

The learner will engage in a mock parliamentary role-play over the proposal to provide universal 
public education. 

Materials/Resources Needed 

Resources: 

Executive and Legislative Documents laid before the General Assembly of North Carolina 
[1873; 1874] Digital Pg. 400-404 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=10
6741&CISOSHOW=106498 

• Report from the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Resources students can use in research: 

Textbook 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/bsurface_01.shtml#four 

• An outline of the division in British society during the 19th century 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/workhouse.asp 

• Database on the poor laws passed in England during the 19th century 

http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/19thcentury/overview/poverty/ 

• A good look at British Parliamentary Reform due to Industrialization 
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http://thecaveonline.com/APEH/SocialHistoryEngland19cent.html   

• A teacher written summary of Victorian education 

http://www.doc.state.nc.us/Publications/Stats2011.pdf  

• 2011 North Carolina Department of Corrections Prison Statistics 

Materials: 

• Access to computers 

• Classroom set of textbooks 

• Individual copies of the Superintendent’s Report 

• Individual copies of Directions Hand-out (Appendix A) 

• Individual copies of Graphic Organizer (Appendix B) 

• Individual copies of Robert’s Rules of Order (Appendix C) 

• Construction paper for name placards  

Activity Sequence 

Time: 4 50 minute class periods 

Teacher Background:  This lesson can be effectively used after the Industrial Revolution and a discussion 
of the following terms:  classical liberal, conservative, utilitarian, socialist.  Though I have provided a 
definition below, your students should have a good understanding of these terms and what is happening 
in 19th century England as a result of industrialization for the following lesson. 

Conservative:  Believed in Monarchial power and the old ordering of society and government.  These 
individuals supported the landed interest. 

Classical Liberal:  Comprised of the rising middle class; favored expansion of the vote, opening up of the 
classes and the government but only to themselves and not everyone. 

Utilitarian: Believed all decisions (governmental and social) were to be based on what was good for the 
majority.  As a result they supported the women’s suffrage movement, legal reform, etc…  Socialism 
grew out of utilitarianism.  

 Socialist:  Desired government action which would decrease the gap between the rich and the poor.  In 
order to achieve greater social equality through government this required greater centralization of the 
government.  
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***Steps:  1) Introduction: Give as homework the night before:  Divide the class into quarters and 
assign each quarter one of the political positions listed above.  Then hand out the Superintendent’s 
Report and instruct the students that for homework they must read the report and do the following:  
Based upon their assigned political position they need to underline the parts of the report their group 
would agree with and bracket the parts they would challenge.  At the end of the report have the 
students write their answer to this question:  Do you trust the document?  Why or why not? 

 **Note: For the role-play two of the students will be removed from their groups and made Chair 
and Assistant Chair.  These students will lead the role-play.  

     2) Day One: Organize the students into their political parties and have them go over the 
report.  Which parts did they underline?  Are they all on the same page?  Then bring the class back 
together to go over the report and to discuss how trustworthy the document is.  Allow 10 minutes. 

    3)  Hand out the Direction and the graphic organizer to all students.  Carefully go over the 
directions and research requirements for the students.  If you have never used this type of graphic 
organizer before you may want to model one with your students. 

  Provide some examples of types of evidence for your students or pose the types of 
questions they will need to answer to help guide their research. For example, why can’t the local 
governments provide education?  Who is going to pay for setting up schools, etc…?  Allow 10 minutes. 

  **Choose 2 students to remove from these groups.  One will be the Chair and the 
other his/her Assistant Chair.  Explain that their job is to do the following: 

 Pick one perspective to research and prepare an outline of what they think all sides will argue.   

 The Chair will lead the discussion so make sure he/she has a good understanding of Robert’s 
Rules of Orders. 

 The Assistant is to work with the Chair and is to go around getting information from all groups 
during research days to figure out what the arguments are going to be for each political party.  During 
the debate the Assistant is to take notes on the debate.   

 The Chair needs to know what all arguments are going to be as that is helpful when trying to 
direct the discussion.  

   4)  Tell the students they will have 1-2 days to research.  Instruct the students to research in 
groups of 2 or 3 and that they can work together as a bigger group in the second half of day two.  Often 
in large groups fewer students work than is desired. Allow 1-2 days. 

  5)  Day Three/Four:  Role Play.  Set up the classroom with the Chair and Assistant in the front 
and parties organized from right to left of the room in accordance with their political beliefs.  Allow the 
students to create placards. Allow 10 minutes. 



 6)  Role-play and discussion and vote:   You may want to allow a break for the different sides to 
negotiate with one another away from the actual debate.  If you think this should be done before these 
steps tell the students on day two of research that negotiating is acceptable. Allow 30-40 minutes. 

 7) Closure:  Discuss the debate with the class and tell them when universal public education was 
created (1870s) and make sure they understand why (right to vote, child labor laws, crime).  Lead a 
discussion on the role of government as well. Time will vary. 

 8)  Extension:  Handout the resource about 2011 North Carolina prison statistics.  Focus the 
students on the data concerning level of education in inmates.  Lead a discussion on the relationship 
between education and crime.  You could ask the students to brainstorm ways to improve the situation 
now that we have universal public education. 

Assessment 

You could use the extension activity as the assessment.   

Each student should create a flow chart organizing, chronologically the following events, and 
explain how each leads to the other:  Universal public education, urbanization, child labor laws, 
1832 Reform Bill extension of the vote. 

Author’s Notes 

If it works out better for your class then you can be the Chair in order to lead the discussion. 

You can do smaller debates instead of a whole class role-play if you have a lot of students who 
feel uncomfortable speaking in front of the whole class.   

You can adapt this lesson to U.S. history.  Replace the British political groups with U.S. political 
groups, including the progressives and populists.  

 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

WH.6 Understand the Age of Revolutions and Rebellions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A 

 

Should the government provide Universal Public Education?  Role-Play Hand-out 

We have been learning about different political groups that formed during the 19th century and 
their political positions.  One of the topics for debate was the role of the government.  In this 
role-play you will decide whether to increase the role of the government by providing universal 
public education to all UK citizens. 

To do this you have been divided into the following political parties:  Classical Liberal, 
Conservative, Utilitarian, and Socialist.  You will argue from the point of view of your assigned 
political party.  

Though part of a larger group, you will work as a group of three to research. 

End result: To engage in a Parliamentary debate, following Robert’s Rules of Order, about the 
proposal to establish universal public education.  The debate will end with a majority vote on 
the issue. 

Preparation:  Using your textbook, the internet and other sources you are to prepare your 
arguments.  Your arguments must be backed by facts and information on society during that 
time period.  The facts support your argument and may sway members of the other parties.  

As you research and decide on what information you want to include in debate fill out the 
Brace map graphic organizer to help you organize your thoughts.  You may have the organizer, 
and other notes, during the role-play to reference---NOT TO READ VERBATIM.  

 Note: You may NOT use information from today to justify your argument.  You are coming at 
this as if it is 1868.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix B 

Brace Map

{
{
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Fill out the organizer as follows:  Position, followed by main points, followed by key evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix C 

 

Robert’s Rules of Order for the Classroom 

Adapted from http://www.rulesonline.com/rror-07.htm 

 

Debate: 

  MP stands for Member of Parliament 

• The chair must recognize each member before the MP can speak 

• To do this the chair states the following:  The chair recognizes ______________.  

• To speak a MP must stand up, when no other person is standing, and ask to be recognized by 
the chair. 

• The MP states:  I, ____________, wish to have the floor. 

• The MP cannot speak unless the Chair formally recognizes the MP. 

• No member is to stand while another MP is talking.  

• When finished speaking the MP should say:  I yield the floor. 

• No MP can speak a second time until everyone who wishes to speak a first time has spoken 

• The Chair may end a discussion at any time and call for a vote and the Chair may request a break 
of 5 minutes once.  

• Votes shall be by yay/nay raising of the hands and simple majority wins 
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