
Propaganda:  An effective tool or brain-washing? 

A lesson plan for grades 9, 10, or 11 

History 

21
st

 Century Interdisciplinary Themes: Civic literacy 

By:  Christy Cutts of East Chapel Hill High School 

 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 

Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

Learning Outcome 

The learner will understand propaganda, be able to recognize it in posters/speeches/songs and 

be able to create his own propaganda based off of a North Carolina Governor’s speech found in 

the North Carolina Government Publications Collection.  

Type of Activity 

The learner will use a primary source document from 1919 to analyze the concept of 

propaganda and will create his own propaganda poster and Voki.  

Materials/Resources Needed 

Resources:   

 Public Documents [1919], of North Carolina.  Digital Pg. 14-16 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,153507 

 Message of Governor T.W. Bickett to General Assembly of North Carolina 1919 

 www.voki.com 

 www.firstworldwar.com  

Materials: 

 PowerPoint on Propaganda (Or, PDF version)  

 Posters and markers 

 Computers/Laptops 

 Individual copies of Governor’s Message 

 Directions hand-out (see Appendix A) 

 

 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,153507
http://www.voki.com/
http://www.firstworldwar.com/
http://ncgovdocs.org/lessonplans/addresource.lesson37.ppt
http://ncgovdocs.org/lessonplans/ens-dem_addresource.lesson37.pdf


Activity Sequence 

Time: 2-3 50 minute class periods; 1 and 1/2 90 minute class period 

Teacher Background:  This lesson is best used at the end of your unit on World War One and can be used 

after you have discussed the Treaty of Versailles.  If you have gone over what propaganda is then you 

can skip the PowerPoint and begin the lesson with the Governor’s Message. 

Steps:  1) Day One:  Introduction:  Use the PowerPoint to get the students thinking about how the 

government (and other organizations) presents information to achieve certain ends.  Go over the 

PowerPoint as a whole class.  You can have the students write down their answers to the questions or 

just discuss them as a class. Allow 15-20 minutes. 

 2)  Before passing out any documents go over the directions for the activity with the class.  You 

can use the handout or the PowerPoint.  Then divide the class into pairs and pass out the Governor’s 

Message. Allow 5 minutes. 

 3)  The students are to work in pairs analyzing the text.  Move from group to group facilitating as 

needed.  Allow 15 minutes. 

 4)  Have the poster and markers ready for the students to use as they finish the analysis.  Tell 

them they have to clear their poster idea by you before they can start, that way you can make sure the 

students are on the right track. Let the students create the poster. Allow 45 minutes.  

 5)  Day Two:  Have the computers in the classroom.  Go over how to create a Voki for the 

students and then let them finish their posters and create their Voki.  Allow 20 minutes.  

 5)  Presentation:  Have each pair present their posters and Vokis to the class. Allow 15 minutes.  

 6) Closure: Ask the students to list out the pros and cons of the use of propaganda and make the 

list on the board and discuss.  Then assign homework (see assessment).  Allow 10 minutes.  

 Alternate Closure/lesson for Honors or AP classes:   

 Ask the students to Compare and Contrast the image of the Paris Peace Conference Governor 

Bickett is painting with that of what the real Peace Conference was like (include the Treaty of Versailles 

in this discussion).    OR Compare and Contrast the image of Wilson as “Prince of Peace” or unrealistic 

Idealist.  

Assessment 

Instruct the students to look for modern day propaganda and to bring in one example (from online 

media, print media, government sources, TV shows, etc…) The students should write a two paragraph 

response with their example answering these questions:  what idea is being suggested, how are images 

or words being used in the propaganda and now that we know propaganda exists how should citizens 

use this knowledge when trying to stay informed on modern day issues? 



Alternate AP Assessment:  The students should explain, in written format, how the Point of View (POV) 

of the following individuals colored their opinion of the Paris Peace Conference and Woodrow Wilson:  

Governor Bickett, David Lloyd George, Georges Clemenceau, Orlando (Italy).  

Author’s Notes 

Create your own Voki for practice before instructing the students on how to create one. 

A good resource for the Paris Peace Conference is:  MacMillian, Margaret. Paris 1919:  Six 

Months’ that changed the World. Random House, New York, 2003.  

Students can work in groups of three if that suits your classroom. 

You could have students re-write parts of the message in their own words if you think 

comprehension will be an issue. 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

WH.7 Understand how national, regional, and ethnic interests have contributed to conflict 

among groups and nations in the modern era. 

WH.8 Analyze global interdependence and shifts in power in terms of political, economic, social 

and environmental changes and conflicts since the last half of the twentieth century. 

USH.H.6 Understand how and why the role of the United States in the world has changed over 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A 

 

Propaganda:  An effective tool or brain-washing? 

Directions:  With a partner complete the following: 

 You will be given a North Carolina Governor’s message to the General Assembly in 1919. 

 In this message the Governor is talking about the Great War and the Paris Peace Conference of 

1919. 

 With a partner do the following: 

 Underline or Circle the words in the message that create strong images for the reader 

 Answer the following:  What ideas about the American people, the purpose of the Great 

War, President Wilson and Bolshevism is Governor Bickett trying to get across? 

 How do the words you underlined or circled help him get across those ideas?  

 You and your partner are to create a Propaganda Poster and a Voki to visually support 

Governor Bickett’s message. 

 Pick one of his ideas and create a propaganda poster to support it.  Create a Voki about 

a different issue than the one you used on the poster. 

Poster Rules:  Your poster must have an image, or images, to visually represent the idea you have 

chosen. 

 A slogan to catch the eye 

 The slogan is not to be the whole poster!  The image(s) is to be the focus.  

Voki: Use www.voki.com 

  Use the computers to create your Voki. 

 Everything about your Voki (character, background, voice, words) should be used for 

propaganda. 

 The speech your Voki makes should be your paraphrasing of one of Bickett’s ideas…Don’t 

copy!!!!  


