
 

 

We’re Outta Here!  North Carolina Secedes 

A lesson plan for grade 8 
History 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme:  Civic Literacy 
By: Denise C. Dooley of Albemarle Road Middle School, Charlotte, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project 

Learning Outcome 

The students will be introduced to analyzing a primary source document. The students will use the print 
document analysis sheet to “decode” a letter sent by Governor John W. Ellis of North Carolina to 
President James Buchanan prior to North Carolina’s secession from the Union. 

Time Required: Two class periods 

Type of Activity: Document Analysis 

Materials/Resources Needed 

1. Primary source document Executive and Legislative Documents 1860-1861 Digital pgs. 1069-
1070 

a. Letter to President Buchannan (2 pgs.) URL: 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,100390 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,100391 
 

2. Primary source document analysis sheet 
a. http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_w

orksheet.pdf 
3. Blank outline map of the United States in 1806 

a. http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/us1860_nl.pdf 
4. Voki to warm the crowd 

a. http://www.voki.com/php/viewmessage/?chsm=bcadaa0398b662b6397d3b3282713d9
8&mId=723914 

5. 4 different Crayons/colored pencils per student or group 
6. Map Worksheet 
7. Pencil, paper 

  
 
 
 

  



 

 

Activity Sequence 

1. Introduce the lesson with the VOKI clip. 
2. Print out the primary source and source analysis document, have the students analyze the 

document and re-write/summarize the document in their own words. 
3. Have a class discussion about the political climate of North Carolina during that time. What 

conclusions can they draw from the document about North Carolina? 
4. Next divide the students up into groups of 3 or 4 have them create the theme map using the 

blank outline map and the crayons/colored pencils and answer the questions about the map.*   
5. End the class with a quick write about the process of the United States becoming the Union and 

the Confederacy. 

Assessment 

1. Walk around the class to monitor progress of document analysis sheet. 
2. Check student summary of letter to check for understanding. 
3. Check map for accuracy. 
4. Check map questions for correctness. 

Author’s Notes 

1. The students should have some prior knowledge of secession. 
2. The map is to be done only with the worksheet; however, the teacher can help the students find 

states, etc. to make the process move along quickly.  Part of the purpose of the map is to help 
students recall state locations previously learned and to cooperate with the group members to 
locate and label states they cannot recall.* 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

8.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical documents in order to establish context. 
 
8.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various historical perspectives. 
 
8.H.1.4 Use historical inquiry to evaluate the validity of sources used to construct historical narratives 
(e.g. formulate historical questions, gather data from a variety of sources, evaluate and interpret data 
and support interpretations with historical evidence). 
 
8.H.2.1 Explain the impact of economic, political, social, and military conflicts (e.g. war, slavery, states’ 
rights and citizenship and immigration policies) on the development of North Carolina and the United 
States 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Map Worksheet                                                                                   Name ______________________ 

Part 1-  Use the information below to create a theme map of the Union and the Confederacy. 

Union States: 

Oregon (OR) 
California (CA) 
Kansas (KS) 
Minnesota (MN) 
Iowa (IA) 
Wisconsin (WI) 
Illinois (IL) 

Indiana (IN) 
Michigan (MI) 
Ohio (OH) 
Pennsylvania (PA) 
New York (NY) 
New Jersey (NJ) 
Vermont (VT) 

New Hampshire (NH) 
Connecticut (CT) 
Rhode Island (CT) 
Massachusetts (MA) 
Maine (ME)

 

Territories: 

Washington, Dakota, Nebraska, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Indian Territory. 

Border States: 

Missouri (MO), Kentucky (KY), Maryland (MD), Delaware (DE). 

Confederate States 

State Date of Secession 

South Carolina (SC) December 20, 1860 

Mississippi (MS) January 9, 1861 

Florida (FL) January 10, 1861 

Alabama (AL) January 11, 1861 

Georgia (GA) January 19, 1861 

Louisiana (LA) January 26, 1861 

Texas (TX) February 1, 1861 

Virginia (VA) April 17, 1861 

Arkansas (AK) May 6, 1861 

North Carolina (NC) May 20, 1861 

Tennessee (TN) June 8, 1861 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part 2- Use the completed map to complete the questions below. 

Map questions 

1. On which day did North Carolina secede? _________________________ 
 

2. Which state seceded last? 
 

3. How do you think North Carolina’s location affected its decision to secede? 
 

4. Which Union states would be least likely to participate in battles and why? 
 
 

5. Which inland states have the best access to getting supplies in and out of the North and why? 
 

6. What state would have the most difficulty getting supplies and why? 
 

7. Looking at the map and using what you know do you believe the Union or the Confederacy has the 
greatest advantage and why? 

 

Part 3 – Quick Write 

 

Sources: 

http://americanhistory.about.com/od/civilwarmenu/a/secession_order.htm 

 


