
“X Marks the Spot”  
A Realistic Image of a Romantic Dream 

 
A lesson plan for grade 8 
History 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Global Awareness 
By: Cameron Braxton of Darden Middle School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project.  

 
Learning Outcome 
 
Students are presented with a realistic image of how pirates were, compared to the entertainment 
industry’s romanticized version.  In this series of activities, students will destroy stereotypes, learn about 
historical piracy, become familiar with current events, and discover their inner swashbuckler.     

Time required: 85 minutes 
 
Type of Activity: Critical Thinking and Creative Designs 

Materials/Resources Needed 

1. A Pirate’s Life for Me Podcast URL: 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,30500 

2. “Jolly Roger, A Pirate History” URL:  
http://www.cosmosmith.com/jolly_roger.html  

3. Access to the computer lab, digital library, internet, headphones 
4. Pencils, construction paper, color pencils 
5. Cups, individual tea bags 
 

Activity Sequence 

To the teacher- This lesson is designed to actively engage students by creating activities that are fun 
while informative.  All students are aware of the stereotypical pirate like that of Captain Jack Sparrow 
from “The Pirates of the Caribbean.” Real world connections and self-discovery activities will have your 
students searching for books like Treasure Island and Captain Blood! 
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Step One- A Pirate’s Life for Me Podcast 

A. Locate and listen to the following podcast “A Pirate’s Life for Me.” Students should begin 
at 9:00 of the podcast and end at 31:24.                                                                                  
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,30500 

B. While students are engaged in the podcast by Charles R. Ewen, they will be presented 
with a series of questions that will help in comprehension. 

 
Activity Time: 20 minutes 

Total Time: 20 minutes 
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Name:_______________ 
Date:___________ 

 
“A Pirate’s Life for Me” 

Critical Thinking questions 
 
1. The speaker used what modern term to describe the feeling that pirates instilled upon the 

people they encountered?  
 
 

2. If you were caught and convicted of piracy, what would be your punishment? 
 
 

3. What is the difference between a privateer and pirate? What did the privateer need in order to 
partake in legal piracy? 
 
 

4. Would the Englishman Sir Francis Drake be considered a pirate? 
 
 

5. What did the French Buccaneer’s do that enables historians to consider them as pirates? 
 
 

6. Why would it be difficult for an everyday person to distinguish between a pirate and that of a 
sailor? 
 
 

7. List four reasons why life expectancy was extremely short for pirates. 
 
 

8. What was original name and color of the Jolly Roger? 
 
 

9. What type of tactics did the pirates use in order to take over ships and towns? 
 
 

10. How did the East India Company end the Golden Age of Piracy? 
 
 



Step Two- Thinking Maps: “A Pirate’s Life for Me” 
 

A. Students will become the captain of a ship and must brainstorm different ideas on how 
to run a successful piracy organization.  

B. Students will create a bubble map that visually depicts their ideas on what a captain 
needs in order to be successful. (Bubble is provided at the end of the lesson plan) 

 
Activity Time: 10 Minutes 

Total Time: 30 Minutes  
 

Step Three- Creative Writing: “Full Speed Ahead!” 
 

A. Students must use their ideas in the previous activity in order to create their first action packed 
mission as captain of their newly acquired ship. 

B. Students will create a captain’s log that details all of the events that happened on their first 
mission as captain. 

C. Students should include the target of their attack, what was looted, and what was done to the 
survivors of whom they attacked. 

D. Once students have finished, they should dip their documents into tea filled cups and allow 
them to dry. Once students have finished they will now be forever immortalized as a pirate of 
the open seas! 

Activity Time: 25 Minutes 
Total Time: 55 Minutes 

Step Four- Investigation and Creation: “Jolly Roger” 

A. Have students view the webpage “Jolly Roger, A Pirate History” at URL: 
http://www.cosmosmith.com/jolly_roger.html  

B. Once students have spent a few minutes reviewing the different historical flags of pirates, 
students will now create their own “Jolly Roger.” 

C. Students should have the remainder of class in order to create their flags.  Construction paper, 
color pencils, and other tools can be used in order to create their flags. 

 

Activity Time: 30 Minutes 
Total Time: 85 Minutes 
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Step Five- Clean Up: “The Most Successful Pirate is the Most Organized” 

A. The remainder of class should be dedicated to cleaning the room and preparing for the next 
class. 

 

Assessment 

Step Six- Homework: Identification  
 

A. Students will use their textbooks to identify pirates that have made an impact on North 
Carolina. Students must include a short description of each pirate they encounter. 

B. Students must determine what type of pirate they were. Each pirate could be a privateer, 
buccaneer, or corsair. 

C. Students must locate and identify at least five pirates from their textbooks or through the use of 
the internet. 

Author’s Notes 

The purpose of this lesson is to inform students on the history of pirates and how modern 
entertainment has changed the way we view them.  This lesson engages students by allowing them to 
create pirate versions of themselves.  Learning can be fun, and this lesson will have your kids engaged 
while entertained. 

As a follow up, this activity can be converted into a reading assignment and/or comparison and contrast 
activity. 

A. Students should be encouraged to read books like Captain Blood and Treasure Island. Display 
books on piracy and motivate students to read. 

B. Compare and contrast the similarities of modern day pirates and terrorist.  Students could 
create bubble maps that compare the pirates of old to the modern day pirates of today.  

 
North Carolina Essential Standards 

NC.C&G.1  
The learner will analyze important geographic, political, economic, and social aspects of life in 
the region prior to the Revolutionary Period. 



 

 

Sample Bubble Map 
**Created with PowerPoint 
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