
 

 

Tolerance 

A lesson plan for grade 8 
Healthful Living 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Global Awareness 
By:  Valerie Mulé of Meadowview Middle School  
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded 
grant project.  

Lesson Outcome 

Essential Question:  Why is it important to be tolerant of others – especially immigrants?  Students will work in small groups to explore the issue of tolerance and 
immigration. 

Time Required: Time per step will vary from group to group. 

Type of Activity: Inquiry based problem solving, research, interviewing, family tree map, KWL, 

Materials/Resources Needed 

1. A Notebook with pen or pencil 
2. Colored pencils or markers, dictionaries. 
3. Laptop or computer with MS Office software 
4. Access to the schools Media Center, Internet, North Carolina State digital library, 

• http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,155670 pg 3 

• http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p15012coll11&CISOPTR=10&REC=3  

•  http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,9494 pg. 8-9 

• http://animoto.com/play/IN1mtlMqSn5RWVXYRt5JrQ 
5. Rubrics:  Group Work Participation and Multimedia presentation 
6. Graphic Organizers: Bubble Maps and Family Trees 
7. Companion Resource: PowerPoint “Are you an Immigrant?” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Activity Sequence 

Students will participate in small groups with teacher guidance due to the sensitivity nature of the topic. Students will participate in the activity and answer the E 
Essential Question  “Why should we be tolerant of others”.  

1. Explore the issue:  Tolerance of others. Introduce the PowerPoint “Are you an Immigrant?”  Immigration – is in the eyes of the beholder. Be sure to click 
on the link to the Animoto.  

2. After doing all the activities in the PowerPoint, students must agree and form a statement about tolerance as a group. 
3. Students will complete their KWL chart on tolerance towards immigrants. 

a. Choose one student to present findings and submit poster to the teacher.  Students must demonstrate process as well as your outcomes. 
b. Students will cite their sources on their poster. 

4. Discuss possible ways to improve tolerance at school today.  Group discussion will address the following questions: 
a. What do we have to do to improve tolerance? 
b. What are some ways we can improve tolerance on local, national and international levels? 
c. What can students do as individuals to improve tolerance today 

5.  Review performance. 
a. Reflect upon how well you (the student) as an individual contributed to the success of your group’s work and then have your team mates sign 

your self-assessed rubric. 
b. Reflect as a group on what you did well and learn from what you have not done well.  

Assessment 

Students will be assessed using a rubric for their KWL chart and a rubric for their individual contributions to the group work. The group work rubric will be 
completed by the group not individuals.  Teacher will assess the KWL chart for each group. 

Author’s Notes 

Please stress to students the importance of not only presenting their KWL but also their research and how they came to these conclusions.  This will 
demonstrate that the group knows their subject well.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

8th Grade Healthful Living:  Interpersonal Relationships:  8.ICR.1.3   Explain the effects of tolerance and intolerance on individuals and society.  

North Carolina ELD (English Language Development) Standards:  WIDA standards  
 
Grades K-5:  http://www.wida.us/standards/PreK-5%20Standards%20web.pdf 
Grade 6-12:  http://www.wida.us/standards/6-12%20Standards%20web.pdf 
 

This lesson meets ELD Standard 1, 2 and 5. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS - WIDA 

Standard 1: English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the school setting.  

Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Language Arts.  

Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of Social Studies.  

  



 

 

Group Work Rubric           Student: ______________________________________________                   Teacher: Ms. Valerie Mulé 

Skills Basic 

1 

Sound 

2 

Thorough 

3 

Extensive 

4 

Score 

Contributions 

Participation 

Attitude 

Seldom cooperative, rarely offers 
useful ideas.  Is disruptive. 

 

Sometimes cooperative, 
sometimes offered useful ideas.  
Rarely displays positive attitude. 

Cooperative - usually offered 
useful ideas.  Generally displays 
positive attitude. 

Always willing to help and do 
more, routinely offered useful 
ideas.  Always displays positive 
attitude. 

 

Cooperation Did not do any work – does not 
contribute, does not work well 
with others, usually argues with 
teammates. 

Could have done more of the work 
– has difficulty, requires structure, 
directions and leadership, 
sometimes argues. 

Did their part of the work – 
cooperative.  Works well with 
others, rarely argues. 

Did more than others – highly 
productive.  Works extremely well 
with others, never argues. 

 

Focus on task 

Commitment 

Often is not a good team member.  
Does not focus on the task and 
what needs to be done.  Lets 
others do the work. 

Sometimes not a good team 
member.  Sometimes focuses on 
the task and what needs to be 
done.  Must be prodded and 
reminded to keep on task. 

Does not cause problems in the 
group.  Focuses on the task and 
what needs to be done most of 
the time.  Can count on this 
person. 

Tries to keep people working 
together.  Almost always focused 
on the task and what needs to be 
done.  Is very self-directed. 

 

Team role  

Fulfillment 

Participate in few or no group 
meetings.  Provided no leadership.  
Did little or no work assigned by 
the group. 

Participated in some group 
meetings.  Provided some 
leadership.  Did some of the work 
assigned by the group. 

Participated in most group 
meetings.  Provided leadership 
when asked. Did most of the work 
assigned by the group 

Participated in all group meetings, 
assumed leadership role as 
necessary.  Did the work that was 
assigned by the group. 

 

Communication 

Listening  

Information 
sharing 

Always listens to, shares with, and 
supports the efforts of others.  
Provided effective feedback to 
other members.  Relays a great 
deal of information – all relates to 
the topic. 

Always listens to, shares with, and 
supports the efforts of others.  
Provided effective feedback to 
other members.  Relays a great 
deal of information – all relates to 
the topic. 

Usually listens to, shares with, and 
supports the efforts of others.  
Sometimes talks too much.  
Provided some effective feedback 
to others.  Relays some basic 
information – most relates to the 
topic. 

Rarely listens to, shares with, or 
supports the efforts of others.  Is 
always talking & never listens to 
others.  Provided no feedback to 
others.  Does not relay any 
information to teammates. 

 

                  Total:  _______ 



 

 

 

K-W-L Chart  

 

What do I want to know? 

 

What do I want to find out? 

 

What did I learn? 

 

 


