
 

 

Land for Sale: How Europeans affected the lands of the Native Cherokee Indians and was it a 
good deal? 

 
A lesson for grade 4 
History, Government & Civics 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Financial, Economic, Business, & Entrepreneurial Literacy 
By:  Julia (Julie) R. Foote of G R Whitfield Elementary School, Grimesland, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collections. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project.  

Learning Outcome 

 Students are given a possible parallel issue of the rights of the Native American Indians and the newly 
arrived Europeans in the New World.  Students will work in small groups to collaboratively discuss the 
issues and summarize their findings in electronic or written journal form.  

Time required:  1-2 class periods, app. 60 minutes total 

Type of Activity:  Research and Collaboration 

Materials/Resources Needed 

An initial copy of the treaty or the tea dyed map suggested in the lesson plan. Reflection journals or 
online blogging site such as glogster.edu 

Websites: Primary Source Documents 

1. The Laws of North Carolina, North Carolina General Assembly  pg 36 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=%2Fp249901coll22&CISOPTR=160968
&REC=18&CISOBOX=cherokee 

2. Secondary websites: 
http://www.carolana.com/Carolina/Native_Americans/native_americans_cherokee_treaties.htm
l 

3. http://www.history.com/topics/cherokee  (needed for the last paragraph before the exit ticket) 
4. Glogster.edu link to instructions for use- http://www.scribd.com/doc/14750322/how-to-use-

Glogster 
5. If time allows this video demonstrates a brief selection of the time period and explanation of 

what it was like, native language used, with subtitles.  Only show first two minutes of video for 
effect. http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x3u8co_trail-of-tears-cherokee-legacy-
nati_shortfilms 

 

 



 

 

Activity Sequence 

As an introductory idea for teacher presentation- recreate the treaty by copying the document page 
(see primary source below) and printing it for each group you have or plan to have. Soak the paper copy 
in tea for about 5 minutes, then slightly tear the edges of the paper to make it look old. Leave the paper 
to dry. Roll it up and hand it to each group at the beginning of class. Tell the students they will be 
reading this 190 plus year old document.  

To either begin or end your lesson use the video listed under resources #5 to “hook” your students. 

Directions for Students:  Read the following treaty document and find the words located in the text that 
relate to buying and selling. Talk to them about the differences in language in the 18th century and now. 
Ask, “Was the document hard to read?”  Then focus the discussion on the key words. Discuss with the 
students, “Who will receive the money from the sale?”  Who benefits from the land?  Is this fair to the 
Cherokee Indians who were asked to leave? The government said they could keep their crops. Is this 
fair? 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=%2Fp249901coll22&CISOPTR=160968&REC=1
8&CISOBOX=cherokee 

Teacher Knowledge Background- to share with your students either by reading it aloud (display this text 
on a smartboard or other projector), and have them write what they think are important details on a 
piece of paper or in their journals.  

The first formal treaty between the Cherokees and the English took place in 1721, which was a treaty of 
peace and commerce attended by Governor James Moore of South Carolina. Peace was established by 
the smoking of the pipe and the presentation of presents to delegates from thirty-seven Cherokee 
towns. Boundaries were also confirmed in this treaty and an Indian agent was appointed by Governor 
Moor to superintend their affairs with the colonists. 

In 1730, North Carolina sent Sir Alexander Cumming to make a treaty with the Cherokees in which 
delegates of the Cherokee Tribes acknowledged King George as their Sovereign. The Cherokee people 
traded their land to the English people in the treaty of 1806. 

As displayed in the primary document #2 above and to read from in class,  
 

“At this time, the coastal plains Indians of North Carolina numbered approximately 35,000 or 
about 30 tribes geographically separated by linguistic groups. For these Indian tribes, early 
contact with white men often was followed by early extinction. Among the causes were disease, 
slavery, and warfare. By 1710, the coastal Indian population had dwindled to no more than 
5,000. As white settlements advanced, the Indians soon realized that the European concept of 
land was not sharing but total possession. With the increasing loss of their land and subsequent 
loss of their means of livelihood, the Indians realized too late that the settlers they had once 
welcomed and assisted had become their greatest enemy.” 

 



 

 

In 1820 England’s governor sold the land for $25,000 each to two men who were the town 
commissioners.  Students will read the primary document handed to them- The Treaty and then will be 
asked? “Was it a good deal and for who?” 

Ask students to put their journals aside and concentrate on the treaty. Ask students to identify terms 
located in document one:  sale, treaty, unsold, advertise, sum of twenty five thousand dollars, payable 
to the Governor  

Students will then identify terms related to the sale of the Cherokee land and discuss in small groups 
who benefitted from the sale of the land? Each group will write a summary statement of who we think 
benefitted the most. 

Assessment 

As the students work on the identification of the terms, the teacher will use formative assessment by 
walking around to the different small groups and ensuring that the students are identifying the key 
terms and that understanding the effects of the sale within each group. 

Teacher will note any students who are having difficulty with the key terms and work with them in 
separate groups to help them understand the terms. This is essential for ESL leaners and any other 
students who are experiencing vocabulary difficulty.  

Post the following questions to be answered? Was it a good deal for the buyers? Was it a good deal for 
the Cherokee Indians? Why? or Why not? 

Students will then present their summaries to the class. Students will then be ready to discuss the sale 
of the land as a whole group, giving them time to process the thoughts and opinions of others.  

Explain the Indians felt it was unfair and some did not move. When gold in the late 1820’s, people who 

lived in Georgia wanted the rest of the Indians to move. In December 1835 the Treaty of New Echota 

was signed by a small minority of Cherokee leaders and they gave all their lands east of the Mississippi 

River for $5 million. The rest of the Cherokee leaders felt this was unfair and took it to the Supreme 

Court, who decided the Cherokee were right and they have the lands today in North Carolina and 

Georgia.  

Exit ticket- Students will write in their e-journals or written journals about which group benefited the 
most from this treaty and selling of the lands?   

 

 

 



 

 

Author’s Notes -  this lesson directly correlates with the SS textbook, Unit 1 and 2  

TEXTBOOK REFERENCES:  North Carolina Geography, History, and Culture Harcourt, 2008 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

4.H.1 Analyze the chronology of key historical events in North Carolina history. 
 
4.H.1.1 Summarize the change in cultures, everyday life and status of indigenous American 
Indian groups in North Carolina before and after European exploration. 

4.H.1.3 Explain how people, events and developments brought about changes to 
communities in various regions of North Carolina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Copy of Treaty 

 
LAWS OF NORTH-CAROLINA. 
 
A.D. 1820. Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That the Governor of this 
state be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered, to direct the sale of so much of the lands 
lately acquired by treaty from the Cherokee Indians as have been surveyed and yet retain unsold, at 
such time and plane as he may deem proper, under the direction and superintendence of two 
Commissioners, to be by him appointed for that purpose, after having first advertised the same for 
one month in the public news papers published at this place, which sale shall be kept open for one 
week and no longer. 
2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners who may be appointed by authority of this act, 
shall each give bond and security in the sum of twenty five thousand dollars, payable to the 
Governor for the time being, for the faithful performance of the duties of their appointment, and 
that they shall receive the same compensation for their services per day, as was allowed the 
commissioners appointed by virtue of an act passed the last session of this General Assembly, 
entitled an act prescribing the mode of surveying and selling the lands lately acquired by treaty 
from the Cherokee Indians.  


