
 

 

Tryon Palace-Where History is Made Easy 

A lesson plan for grade 4 
History 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Civic Literacy 
By: Julia R. Foote of G R Whitfield Elementary School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project.  

Learning Outcome 

Students will learn the history of Tryon Palace, North Carolina’s First Capital. Students will learn about 
the decision to move the capital and will later list the pros and cons of the reasons to move. Students 
will develop critical thinking skills and will debate in teams to evaluate the reasons for the move.  

Teacher Planning 

Type of Activity: This activity develops students’ knowledge of the history of the first capital building in 
North Carolina. It also develops critical thinking skills by engaging students in a debate about of an 
historical issue.  

Materials/Resources Needed: 

Tryon Palace Historical Site- pamphlet explaining about the First Capital Building of North Carolina 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=176219&CISOSHO
W=176218 

Video link to youTube explains the history of Tryon Palace and its history as an important building, first 
capital of NC http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upBAdcX8X-0 total of 11 minutes; first five minutes are 
the most important to the lesson if you need to shorten the lesson 

City of Raleigh map for the state capital map 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov//cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p15012coll11&CISOPTR=40&REC=10 

Picture of New State Capital in Raleigh 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov//cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p15012coll12&CISOPTR=117&CISOBOX=1
&REC=11 

History of Tryon Palace http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tryon_Palace 

List of historical landmarks in North Carolina 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_National_Historic_Landmarks_in_North_Carolina 

 



 

 

Activity Sequence 

In the first lesson students will discover an important building, The Tyron Palace, and its importance 
with our state history.  The lesson directly correlates with Fourth Grade Social Studies lessons about 
understanding structure, symbols, and place names in North Carolina. Students will be exposed to the 
history of the palace; will view a video of its creation, the fire that burned the capital to the ground, and 
then reasons why it was rebuilt. Lesson 2 will consist of learning about our General Assembly’s decision 
to move the capital to its present day location in Raleigh. Students will be asked to form debate teams at 
the end of the second lesson with one group debating on whether the capital should have stayed in New 
Bern or why Raleigh is a better place for the capital. As an extension students will also have a chance to 
look at other museums on line (as field trips are limited) and see potential sites that they may want to 
visit with their families.   

• Websites for Lesson on Tryon Palace http://www.tryonpalace.org/ 

• Video link to u-tube explains the history of Tryon Palace and its history as an important building, 
first capital of NC http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upBAdcX8X-0 total of 11 minutes, see quiz 
below related to the video 

• Fotobabble.com explanation of Tryon Palace’s history narrated by the author of the lesson plan 
http://www.fotobabble.com/m/SU5hUThueU5SQVE9 

• History of the Raleigh Capital building 
http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/dimp/digital/rhp/capital.html 

• Rebuilding of the Capital after it burned in Raleigh, NC Legislative Documents, page 8 gives an 
example of the debate 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll26&CISOPTR=3819&REC
=5 

Assessment   

Lesson 1 – Students will be assessed upon completion of the worksheet #1 to see if they were able to 
comprehend the sequence of events that led to the Tryon Palace and History Center’s existence.  

By completing worksheet #2, student will be able to master the identification of six North Carolina state 
buildings or symbols of historical significance.  

Lesson 2-Students will summarize research learned about the two capital locations to decide teams, one 
opposing the move to Raleigh for the new Capital, and one in favor of the move. Students will review 
the research materials used and will pull out details for the pros and cons of each location.  Student 
teams will decide who will present their “case” to the whole class. Once students have presented, the 
class will use the worksheet analysis below to decide who effectively argued their case best, and then 
the class will vote as the General Assembly did on whether to move the capital or not. 

 



 

 

Extensions: from Harcourt book or join the Tar Heel Junior Historian Association club at the NC Museum 
of History. Students meet at a yearly convention and awards are given for the best projects and best 
clubs. 

Author’s Notes 

The graphs and charts associated with this lesson are active links. This lesson directly correlates with the 
SS textbook, Grade 4 Museums 

Cape Fear Museum of History and Science 142, Cherokee Indian Museum picture 127, Mint Museum of 
Art 203, North Carolina Museum of Art, 202, North Carolina Museum of History, 142 

TEXTBOOK REFERENCES:  North Carolina Geography, History, and Culture  Harcourt, 2008 

 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

4.H.2 Understand how notable structures, symbols and place names are significant to North Carolina. 

Clarifying Objectives 

4.H.2 Analyze Explain why important buildings, statues, monuments and place names are associated 
with the state’s history   

Extension Activity:  NC Museums 

• Cape Fear Museum of History and Science 1898 http://www.capefearmuseum.com/index.php 

• Mint Museum of Art in Charlotte 1936 http://www.mintmuseum.org/ 

• Cherokee Indian Museum  1948 http://www.cherokeemuseum.org/ 

• African American Museum 1984 http://www.aaccmuseum.org/aboutus.html 

• North Carolina Museum of Art  1924     http://www.ncartmuseum.org/ 

• NC Museum of Natural Science 1887 http://naturalsciences.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Worksheet #1 (see answers below) USE THE VIDEO http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upBAdcX8X-0 
TO ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. The questions are in order from the video. 

Quiz:  The Tryon Palace and History Center                         Name:_____________ 

Select the best answer from the answer choices below. 

1.  Who decided to build the Tryon Palace? 

a) General Robert E. Lee      b) Archibald Murphey      c) William Tryon           d) Harriet Jacobs 

2. In 1798 what destroyed the main office of the Palace? 
a) A blizzard causing the roof to cave in   b) a fire    c) a tornado        d) a hurricane 

3)  According to the video what was the Tryon Palace turned into? 

       a) an upscale condominium complex   b) a seaside resort    c) an apartment house      d) a drugstore 

4)  The citizens who wanted to rebuild the Palace asked that a highway, a set of houses, and a 
_____________ should be moved. This took two acts of Congress to make the moves official. 

     a) bridge               b) mountain           c) post office         d) train station 

5) The _______________ was the only part of the original palace that survived.  

    a) master bedroom   b)  servants kitchen   c) stable   d) dining room  

6.  Why did the Reynolds family give money for the Tryon Palace to be rebuilt?   

    a) they had a family history of doing so, by giving money to community projects 

    b) they were so wealthy that they gave money to everyone and every project 

    c) they felt that Tryon Palace was not worthy of giving money to 

    d) they were moving to New Jersey and did not need the money 

7.  In 1944, Mrs. Latham gave a huge bequest (a large sum of money) and furniture to the rebuilt Tryon 
Palace.  Because of her and the other four women who gave contributions, they convinced the State and 
the Army Corps of Engineers to do what? 

    a) move the public docks across town          b) move Highway 70  

    c) move the capital to Asheville  d) build a train station nearby to accommodate the visitors 

8. Over a million _______ ________ have seen the newly redesigned and rebuilt palace. 

    a) land owners          b) foreign visitors         c) animals             d) school children 



 

 

 

9.  A major company went out of business and the land was purchased to build the History Center. After 
viewing the video, what does this show about the New Bern Community? 

     a) they were interested in moving the palace to the new land near the water, and began plans to 
reconstruct the Palace at the new location 

    b) they made a major investment in buying the land when it was for sale and they will someday build 
the History Center 

    c) they were not interested in their community and sold the land for a profit 

    d) they found an opportunity to buy the land and expand our learning of history by building the 
History Center  

10.  What is the legacy of dreamers as described in the video? 

    a) to accomplish the building and reconstruction of the Tryon Palace to its original historical 
significance and to make the History Center a modern facility for visitors to enjoy. 

   b) to warn others that it will take a lot of money and time to reconstruct such a large building 

   c) to tell others how to build a capital and make it look like an older building 

   d) to continue helping people realize their dream by giving money to projects in other states 

 

Writing to summarize:  What have you learned about Tryon Palace that you did not know before?  Do 
you think you would donate money to support this museum?  Why or Why not? 

 

Answers to Worksheet #1  1. C  2. B  3. C  4.  A  5. C  6.  A  7.  B  8.  D  9.  D  10. A  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Worksheet #2 Following Unit 3 in the Social Studies book, or midway through your unit on buildings and 
symbols in North Carolina. 

                                               Historical Buildings and Symbols in North Carolina         Name:________  

Match the picture with the name on the right by placing the correct letter next to the picture.  

    1.    ______                                        A.  USS Battleship, Wilmington 

 

                              2. ________                                              B.  Wright Brothers Memorial 

                                                            Kitty Hawk 

 

 

  3.   ________                                                            C.  Biltmore House, Asheville                                                   

 

 

   4.  _______                                                           D.  Tryon Palace, New Bern 

 



 

 

   5._______                                                             E. Old Salem Schoolhouse and children  

 

 

  6._______                             F.  Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 

 

Pick one of the places above that symbolize North Carolina to write about. Which picture did you pick 
and why? Explain your thoughts? 

 

 

Answers to above matching sheet 1. C  2. F  3. B  4. E  5. A  6. D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson 2 

New Bern Capital     

 (Journal Entry #1) or homework assignment 

From this fotobucket.com image I would like you to begin to prepare your pros and cons sheet of the 
capital in New Bern and in Raleigh. Once you have reached your conclusion of where the capital should 
be write the name of the city at the bottom of your paper.  When all students finish the results will be 
shared, and the two opposing groups will be formed. 
http://www.fotobabble.com/m/SU5hUThueU5SQVE9 (this has a summary of the following paragraphs 
in oral form.) 

 

In 1770 the mansion was completed and Governor Tryon moved into it, calling it the Palace. He made 
the citizens pay extra taxes to pay for the servants and upkeep of the Palace. This made the local 
residents angry and it led to a war of regulation and the Battle of Alamance in 1771. Seven men were 
hanged as a result. Governor Tryon left in 1771 after having lived there just for one year. In 1775 The 
American Revolution began and the Governor who was there, Governor Josiah Martin fled the mansion 
with his family in fear of his life as the Patriots seized the palace. They converted it to their own state 
buildings and the First General Assemblies were held there. 4 Governors lived there. Too many people 
thought that this capital was controlled by only a few and had English ties, so In the years between 1715 
and 1787, the legislature met at numerous locations throughout North Carolina including Queen Anne’s 
Creek, Edenton, Wilmington, Bath, New Bern, Kinston, Halifax, Smithfield, Hillsboro, Salem, Fayetteville, 
and Tarboro. 

The Constitutional Convention resolved that the capital be within ten miles of Isaac Hunter's tavern in 
Wake County, and that the State Legislature was responsible for choosing the exact site. The capital was 
built and moved to Raleigh in 1794.  New Bern citizens were upset because they felt the capital should 
be on the coast. The argued that by keeping it on the coast, it would help to keep the colony secure and 



 

 

is easy to maintain as all the ships with supplies come into the harbor on a regular basis. We do not have 
to transport the goods, materials and servants over land.  

Raleigh legislators wanted it near the center of the state and William Christmas, another senator 
and a surveyor by  

 

Above: William Christmas's early plan of Raleigh (Courtesy of the North Carolina State 
Archives). See Full Image Here. 

profession, drew the plan for Raleigh. Using a total of 400 acres, Christmas designated the axial center of 
the city as Union Square. It was composed of six acres and intended as the site of the future State 
House. The map described the square as "a beautiful eminence which commands a view of the town and 
fine prospect of the surrounding county." Flanking the corners of the center square were to be four 
four-acre squares or parks reserved for public purposes. These were named Caswell, Nash, Burke (for 
the state's first governors) and Moore (in honor of Attorney General Alfred E. Moore). The four main 
streets were named Halifax, New Bern, Fayetteville, and Hillsborough, judicial districts toward the north, 
east, south, and west. These streets ran from the four sides of Union Square; the other 17 streets were 
named for the remaining judicial districts, the points of the compass, the commissioners themselves, 
and several other prominent citizens, including the former owner of the land. The remaining 276 acres 
were marked off in one-acre lots to be sold at public auction, with the proceeds used to build the capital 
and other public buildings. The legislators thought this would be a city that would make everyone happy 
as they had named the streets and parks for all of the previous capital sites.  

Page 8 from the “Debate in the State Legislature Journal” 1831-1834 Rebuilding of the Capital. After the 
capital burned, debate began again as to whether to move the capital. New Bern’s residents again asked 
that it be moved to New Bern. Fayetteville was also named as a central location.  

 

http://www.fotobabble.com/m/SU5hUThueU5SQVE9 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Worksheet #3         The Pros and Cons of the New Capital Location             Name:___________ 

New Bern                                                                                           Raleigh 

Pros       Pros 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cons      Cons   

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? Which location is the best place for the North Carolina capital? Write your summary 
below. 


