
 

 

Get Off My Land!  
Comparing Your Land and My Land, How does location affect the people who live there? 

 

A lesson plan for grade 4 
Geography 
21st Century Interdisciplinary  Theme: Environmental Literacy 
By: Julia (Julie) R. Foote of G. R Whitfield Elementary School, Grimesland, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 
 

Learning Outcome 

Students are to create maps of the areas that the Cherokee Indian tribes moved from and to along the 
Trail of Tears, comparing and contrasting the different locations and dialoguing about whether location 
affects the people who live there.   Students will work in small groups to complete their double bubble 
thinking maps showing compare and contrasting characteristics. Students will peer edit their work upon 
completion. 

Teacher Planning 

Time required: 60 -90 minutes 

Type of Activity: Communication and Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Map Skills (21st Century Skills),  

Materials/Resources Needed 

1. Map of Cherokee Lands  NC Genealogy Collection State Library of North Carolina, Woffords 
Settlement 1804   
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p15012coll1&CISOPTR=9609&CISO
BOX=1&REC=1  see copy below 

2.  Map of the lands that the Cherokee Indians were given to live on     
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:IndianTerritory.jpg see copy below 

These two maps are the ones to use, cut the map locations, and then place the smaller one over 
the top of the other. 

3. Indian-Related Records pg. 16       
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=205897&R
EC=18 

 



 

 

4. Treaty with the Native American 
http://www.carolana.com/Carolina/Native_Americans/cherokee_treaty_of_1835.html this is 
the treaty to make copies of, then soak in tea and tear edges to make look old 

5. 2  US Maps outlined with the state shapes, colored pencils or markers, crayons,       
http://www.coloringcastle.com/pdfs/us_states/united_states_blank.pdf 
http://nationalatlas.gov/printable/images/pdf/outline/states.pdf 

6.  Correlation with the NC Textbook Harcourt SS Fourth Grade Unit 2 pages 46,47 (Description of 
the Cherokee) and Unit 4 page 127 talks about the Qualla Boundary set by the United States 
Government for them to live in within NC, 57,000 acres of land preserved for the Cherokee 

7. Thinking Maps software or a Double Bubble Map, one per student to compare and contrast with 
see   document below and KWL sheet (see below) 
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=2984 

8.  Pencils 
9.  Access to library, digital library, internet 

Activity Sequence 

To the teacher  

Step One-Explore the issue in concrete steps by modeling the process in working on the geographical 
maps as students at this age are not familiar with the placement of the states, and also with the double 
bubble thinking map. Plan between 15-20 minutes to complete a K-W-L with your class about their 
knowledge of living in North Carolina and Oklahoma.  

Step Two-Students will work as a whole group to mark the maps under your direction. Use the smart 
board, whiteboard, or other map program to show the maps of the area. Correlation in the NC Textbook 
Harcourt SS Fourth Grade Unit 4 page 127 talks about the Qualla Boundary set by the United States 
Government for them to live in within NC, 57,000 acres of land preserved for the Cherokee. See 
resources below. Have students color in the areas before and after the relocation. Have students cut out 
the areas and place one over the other to compare actual size.  20 -30 minutes. 

Step Three-Pass out the compare and contrast double bubble map. See attached file. Have students 
mark the differences in actual size of square miles on the bubble maps. Then use the following primary 
source document and supplemental documents below and display them using your smart board or 
document camera.  As you read aloud the information students will be taking notes in their notebooks 
or journals. If you have thinking maps software and PDA’s use the software program as you go along to 
record important comparisons.  As you show the website-(for visual learners) 
http://www.philtar.ac.uk/encyclopedia/nam/cherok.html, you may read aloud the three (mid way down 
the text) three important passages or use the pre recorded voki.com site (you must have speakers, 
sound turned on) 

http://www.voki.com/pickup.php?scid=4138445&height=267&width=200 
 
 



 

 

 Text from website for hand-outs if you chose    

By this time Cherokee lands, at one time immense, had shrunk to an area framed by the approximate 
coincidence of the States of North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama (Thornton: 1987 pp.113-
115). The Cherokee at this time owned fifteen million acres of land and were rich in livestock and slaves; 
many spoke fluent English, whilst their educational, Judicial, and legislative systems were often praised 
(Dippie: 1985 p.57). 

On May 28th, 1830 Congress passed the Indian Removal Act which set aside land "...west of the river 
Mississippi...for the reception of such tribes as may choose to exchange the lands where they now 
reside, and remove there..." This Act applied to all tribes east of the Mississippi River 

You will need to divide your class into groups of three or five small groups. Students will discuss how the 
change of location affected the lives of the Cherokee Indian Tribe. Pose Questions either on the board or 
other visual location- Would the Indians be able to grow the same crops in Michigan than NC? What are 
the other changes that the Cherokee had to make in order to move to a new area? Will they wear 
different clothing as the winters are different in Oklahoma than in NC?  

What changes have you made when you moved to another area? Compare and Contrast the living in NC 
vs. living in Michigan. 

Assessment 

Students will have completed the maps. Rubric for completion of the compare and contrast map 

Step Five As a group you will present your findings and your map to your classmates.  

Step Six Students will peer edit their completed double bubble compare and contrast maps 

Step Seven Rubric used for assigning a grade (your preference) on the compare and contrast  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson54/detectiverubric.pdf or see 
file attached to lesson 

Author’s Notes 

The teacher will need to have maps prepared ahead of time, along with handouts. It is essential that the 
teacher have the websites or printed material for the students to look at as this activity is very visual, 
and refers to background knowledge that a student will have about moving to a new place, what foods 
are different in each region, and what the lifestyle changes will be made. A K-W-L is recommended to 
find out what the students know about the different states. 

 

 

 



 

 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

9.1 Analyze the chronology of key historical events in North Carolina history.  
Clarifying Objectives:  Lesson 2  SS 1.1 Change in cultures, everyday life, states of indigenous 
American Indian groups in NC before/after European exploration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

KWL 

 

What do you know?                           What do you want to know?                     What did you learn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Double  Bubble Thinking Map 
 

 

Please use the following Thinking Map to compare the Cherokee lands in North Carolina and in 
Oklahoma. Example: the growing forests and mountains in NC are different than the flat plains of 

Oklahoma. 

 

 

NC OK 

You may add more bubbles to 
either side if you need more for 
your ideas. 

Note: Similarities go in the center bubbles. Differences go in the outside bubbles. 



 

 

 


