
Crafty People in North Carolina 

A lesson plan for grade 4 
Geography 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme:  Financial, Economic, Business, & Entrepreneurial Literacy 
By: Sheree Markley of Cape Hatteras Elementary School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- grant funded project.  

Learning Outcomes 

The learner will be able to determine that each North Carolina region (coast, piedmont, 
mountains) has its own unique handmade crafts. 

The learner will be able to identify some of the natural resources available in each of North 
Carolina’s regions that are used to make the crafts. 

The learner will be able to relate certain crafts to ethnic groups/cultures of each region. 

Teacher Planning 

Time required:  two ninety minute periods 

Type of Activity:  Collaboration 

Materials/Resources Needed: 

• Computers with internet access 

• Pencil/paper 

• From the NC State Government Publication Collection:  Hand Crafts in North Carolina 

• URL: 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=20642&
CISOBOX=1&REC=1 

Visuals that may be used for this activity: 

From the NC State Government Publication Collection:   

Cherokee Crafts 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p15012coll5&CISOPTR=1287&CISOBOX=1
&REC=2 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/p15012coll5&CISOPTR=2260&CISOBOX=1
&REC=3 
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Furniture making 
http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000005/00004096/00004096_ac_0001.jpg 

Boat building 

http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000005/00004096/00004096_ac_0001.jpg 

Net mending 

http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000005/00004096/00004096_ac_0001.jpg 

Quilting 

http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000004/00003142/00003142_ac_0001.jpg 

http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000004/00003142/00003142_ac_0001.jpg 

 

Activity Sequence 

Introduction: (10-15 minutes) 

Project the cover of book on the board or on the computer. Have a student volunteer read the cover. 

“There is Work that is Work, 

And there is Play that is Play; 

There is Play that is Work, 

And there is Work that is Play, 

But in only One of these is Happiness” 

Ask students what they think is meant by this. Have students give examples of work that is work, play 
that is play, play that is work and work that is play. Which of these do you think is Happiness? 

Step one:  (20 minutes) 

Have students read the text. This can be done as a whole group by calling on individuals to read each 
section orally or it can be read independently by students using the text on the computer. Discuss each 
passage.  

Terms/vocabulary that may not be understood by the students should be discussed.  

Some examples are: passed down, heritage, economic conditions, machinery, industry, commerce, 
visual idea, and concrete form. 

 Ask students why they think the book has the crafts divided by regions.  
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Step two: (30-45 minutes) 

Divide class into groups of two. Give each group one of the following to answer: 

• What are some of the crafts that were made in the Mountains? What materials (natural 
resources) were used? Why was the craft important to the region? 

• What are some of the crafts that were made in the Piedmont? What materials (natural 
resources) were used? Why was the craft important to the region? 

• What are some of the crafts that were made on the Coast? What materials (natural resources) 
were used? Why was the craft important to the region? 

• How are the crafts made in the Mountains now like the crafts that were made in the mountains 
when this book was printed? How are they different?  Give examples? 

•  How are the crafts made in the Piedmont now like the crafts that were made in the Piedmont 
when this book was printed? How are they different? Give examples? 

• How are the crafts made on the Coast now like the crafts that were made on the Coast when 
this book was printed? How are they different? Give examples? 

• Do you think the craftsmen in the book traded and/or sold their crafts? Why or why not? Give 
examples. 

• Where there any ethnic groups/cultures in the Mountains that were known for their crafts? If 
so, who were they? How is the craft related to their culture? 

• Where there any ethnic groups/cultures in the Piedmont that were known for their crafts? If so, 
who were they? How is the craft related to their culture? 

• Where there any ethnic groups/cultures in the Coast that were known for their crafts? If so, who 
were they? How is the craft related to their culture? 

 

Assessment(60 minutes) 

Have each team record their results on the handout (attached). 
Regroup students according to the region they were working on. Have each group compile the 
results (by region) on a poster board and present to class.  
 

Author’s Notes 

As an extension to this activity I would invite local craftsmen to the class to share their craft and craft 
making skills with the class 
As an art activity have students make a craft, such as collecting twigs to make a picture frame or make a 
quilt square using fabric makers and a small square of material. The picture frames and quilt can be 
displayed in the classroom or hallway. 

 

 



North Carolina Essential Standards 

RIT.1Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

W.2Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

W.7Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a 
topic. 

W.7Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a 
topic. 

W.8Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

SL.1Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

TT.1 Use technology tools and skills to reinforce classroom concepts and activities. 

G.1 Understand how human, environmental and technological factors affect the growth and 
development of North Carolina. 

C.1 Understand the impact of various cultural groups on North Carolina. 

  

  



Craft Natural Resource Used Importance To Region Who Used The Craft

Mountain Region

 

  



Craft Natural Resource Used Importance To Region Who Used The Craft

Piedmont Region

 

  



Craft Natural Resource Used Importance To Region Who Used The Craft

Coastal Region
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