
 

 

Mapping My Way across the North Carolina’s Byways 

A lesson for grade 4 
Geography 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme:  Environmental and Civic Literacy 
 By: Julia R. Foote of G R Whitfield Elementary School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

Learning Outcome 

Students will analyze the NC Byways Maps to develop a journal about a road trip through one of the 
three regions of North Carolina. The journal will include maps, written summaries of the towns visited, 
and photographs from the area. Students will develop a sense of the variety of North Carolina’s 
transportation routes, along with familiarity with historical landmarks. 
 
Teacher Planning  

Type of Activity: A cross curricular activity focusing on historical learning about the significance of 
notable structures, symbols, and place names. Students will develop a product journal on their findings. 

Materials/Resources Needed 

• NC ByWays Map and Travel Description of the State Roads and Highways along with Many 
Historical References 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&RE
C=1    
See below Step 1 for page numbers of the actual maps to use. Students will refer to this website 
to gather initial information about their road trip and then will add website addresses as they 
gather information to put into their journals. Teachers may use the basic journal (see below) or 
may use PowerPoint, zooburst.com or other form of presentation to give as choices for the 
students to use. 

• US Map outlining states- http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/uspostal.pdf or other website 
of your choice 

Activity Sequence 

Vocabulary for the Lesson 

Map-a drawing that shows what places look like from above and where they are located  

Compass Rose- shows directions, it is a direction marker on the map 

Latitude- run east and west on a map. They are measured in degrees north or south of the equator. 



 

 

Longitude- run north and south on a map. They are measured in degrees east or west from the prime 
median.  

Physical map- shows the kinds of land and bodies of water 

Map key or legend- explains the symbols used on a map. Symbols may be colors, patterns, lines, or 
other special marks 

Globe- a round model of the earth 

Map scale or distance scale- compares a distance on the map to a distance in the real world. It helps you 
find the real distance between places on the map. 

Symbol- a picture or thing that stands for something else 

Cardinal directions-directions of north, south, east, and west 

Teacher Preparation prior to lesson:  Have the maps from the three different sections printed out ahead 
of time, this will require copying the maps from pages 13, 85, and 132. Have one model to show the 
students of a completed journal with the chart pasted in it. Students without internet access can use 
magazines such as Our State or draw a picture of the historical landmark or place they visited.  

Step 1-Build Background Knowledge. Show the students a map of the USA. Hand out maps for them to 
mark on. On the map discuss where the capital of the United States is, Washington DC. Discuss the 
difference between the state of Washington and the capital of the US, Washington DC as this is a 
common misconception. Then ask students to color in the state of North Carolina. Locate Raleigh, the 
capital city of the NC map. Put a black mark on the map to show the location. Show on the smart board 
or other projector the regions of North Carolina and then have students color in the three regions with 
different colors, yellow for the Mountains, red for the Piedmont, and blue for the Coastal Region. This is a 
grade-able document.  

Step 2- The students will view the document –NC Byways and will chose one area for their road trip 
journal. 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&REC=1  

They will pick one region of the state to document a road trip from the choices below. Each student will 
develop their own journal of the region based on the document NC By Ways. Students will use actual 
photos from the region obtained from various websites, or actual pictures from their own personal 
experience, or from Our State magazine donated from parents or library that can be cut and used. The 
photos will be presented in the journal along with a map of the area and a written description of towns 
and visitor sites found on the student’s road trip. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Choices for your Road Trip 

You may chose one of the three choices below, or may map out your own route. The route must cover 
area within one of the three regions of North Carolina. The regions, The Mountains, The Piedmont, and 
The Coastal Plain. You will fill out the journal or pick a presentation option that is agreed upon by your 
teacher that follows the same format and will present this to the class when finished. 

The By Ways page 12   Mountain Road Trip  from Cherokee to Little Switzerland, NC 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&REC=1 

The By Ways page 13 Mountain Road Trip from Cumberland Gap to Linville Falls (this is the model one 
that is used for the chart below and can be used as a model in your classroom.) Look for completed 
model on zooburst.com or make one out of paper.  

• http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&RE
C=1 

• http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&RE
C=1 The By Ways page 132 Coastal Plain Trip from Plymouth to Aurora  

• http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&RE
C=1The By Ways page 85 Piedmont Region Asheboro to New Hope 

• http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&RE
C=1 

• Pg 90-91 information about the zoo, golf courses, and hiking trails 
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=21865&RE
C=1 

• http://www.blueridgeparkway.org/ Video of the mountain roads near Grandfather Mountain 

Example of Road Trip on u-tube of traveling in NC Mountains: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fm5kzCNrfFo 

Gem Mining in NC http://www.foggymountaingems.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Step 3- Begin filling out your chart (see below) once you have researched the website page you selected 
and your map area. For an example, see this chart that I have filled out from Blowing Rock, Boone, NC to 
Linville Falls, NC via Grandfather Mountain, NC. 

 

Name of 
Place 
Linville Falls 

Mileage from 
last place 

Cost to Visit What is it 
famous for? 

Interesting 
Findings 

Anything else 
that we need 
to know? 

Grandfather 
Mountain 

14 miles $15 adult, $7 
child 

The wild 
animals, and 
zoo located 
5,200 feet high 

We walked on 
the mile high 
bridge 

Take warm 
clothes, it gets 
cold on top of 
the mountain 

Moses Cone 
State Park 

16 miles Free 
Camping is $16 
per night 

Flat top Manor 
is 13,000 
square feet 
mansion 

We saw many 
crafts and 
learned how to 
weave a basket 

The hiking 
trails and 
horseback 
riding trails are 
great 

Foggy 
Mountain Gem 
Mine, Boone 

10.6 miles $17 gemologist 
bucket  

Mining for gold We filled our 
buckets and 
then panning 

The caves were 
cool, and we 
were there for 
four hours 

Mystery Hill 7.5 miles $9.00 adult 
$7.00 children 

Gravity 
defiance 

You can stand 
up sideways, 
and balls roll 
up hill 

Be prepared 
your balance is 
off 

 
 

Total mileage 
48.1 

Total Cost 
$109.00 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Step 4- Write a few descriptive sentences in the journal spaces about each site or stop of your historical 
or vacation road trip visit. When you find a photograph from the document or your research please copy 
and paste it in the space below.   

Step 5-Complete the spaces on the chart see last page of the journal where it asks for the names of four 
sites that you will visit along your road trip. Plan your costs of the trip and see where you can afford to 
go. Make sure you do not spend more than your $200.00 allotment. Fill in the space where it asks “How 
many miles total is your trip?”  Use mapquest.com and fill in the blanks with the names of the two 
towns or cities that you are traveling between. Write the total number of miles in this space. 

 

Name of Place Mileage from 
last place 

Cost to Visit 
Was it Free 

What is it 
famous for? 

Interesting 
Findings? 

Anything else 
that we need 
to know? 

Site #1 Town 
Name 

     

Site #2 Town 
Name 

     

Site #3 Town 
Name 

     

Site #4 Town 
Name 

     

 
 

Total mileage Total Cost    

 

Assessment 

Students will complete the chart and make the journal based on the rubric below or one that the teacher 
and students have developed together. Students will be given time to present their journals and they 
should be displayed following the presentations.  

Author’s Notes 

This lesson follows the first pages of the SS Harcourt Grade 4 level I8 and I9 for the introduction and 
vocabulary. Provide any additional comments, background information, and links to supplemental 
material that may be helpful to a teacher who is interested in using your lesson in their classroom.  

North Carolina Essential Standards 

4.H.2  Understand how notable structures, symbols, and place names are significant to North Carolina.  

4.H.2.1  Explain why important builds, statues, monuments and place names are associated with the 
state’s history.  



 

 

My Road Trip 

 

 

By           

 
  

                     



 

 

Site 1 Write the town and name of the place you visited and what you 
did there. Draw or paste a picture of the place at the bottom. 

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

 

 

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tryon_Palace 



 

 

 

 

 

  Site 2  Write the town and name of the place you visited and what 
you did there. Draw or paste a picture of the place at the bottom. 
              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

 

              

 

         

   
   Source:  Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, picture taken from Julie Foote, personal collection, 

2011  

 



 

 

  Site 3 Write the town and name of the place you visited and what you 
did there.  Draw or paste a picture at the bottom. 
 
              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

          
 

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tryon_Palace 



 

 

 
Site 4 Write the town and name of the place you visited and what you 
did there.Draw or paste a picture at the bottom. 
 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

              

 

 

              

 

 

 

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tryon_Palace 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

REFERENCES AND WEBSITES 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to mapquest.com, type in your first address, click on directions, type in your second 
address, when it comes up mark the mileage (not the time) in the chart below. Total it in 
the last column. This is your checklist. Mark off each box as you put the information, 
website, or picture in your journal.  

Name of Place Did you 
Complete the 
Mileage? 

Does your 
writing 
summarize 
your 
experience? 

Did you write 
about why it is 
famous or 
historical? 

Did you add 
your website 
addresses to 
the document? 

Did you add a 
picture and 
cite it? 

Site #1 Town 
Name 

     

Site #2 Town 
Name 

     

Site #3 Town 
Name 

     

Site #4 Town 
Name 

     

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Assessment Rubric Model- can be used to grade students or you can devise your own with the 
class. 

 

 

Assessment 
Rubric 

4 3 2 1 My Score 

Mileage chart 
using 
mapquest.com 

I completed 
the mileage for 
all of my 
places. 

I completed 
the mileage for 
2 of my places. 

I completed 
the mileage for 
1 of my places. 

I completed 
the mileage for 
none of my 
places. 

 

Writing 
Summary 
Chart 

I summarized 
my findings for 
all of my places 
well. 

I summarized 
my findings for 
2 of my places 
well. 

I summarized 
for 1 of my 
places. 

I summarized 
poorly or did 
not 
summarize. 

 

Writing 
Paragraphs 
about each site 

I wrote about 
what was 
historical or 
famous for all 
of my places. 

I wrote about 
what was 
historical or 
famous for 2 of 
my places. 

I wrote about 
what was 
historical or 
famous for 1 of 
my places. 

I wrote about 
what was 
historical or 
famous for 
none of my 
places. 

 

Using 
References 
and citing 
them correctly 

I referenced 4 
out of 4 sites. 

I referenced 3 
out of 4 sites. 

I referenced 2 
out of 4 sites. 

I only 
referenced 0 
or 1 of my 
sites.  

 

 
 

Total possible 
16 = A 

Total possible 
12=B 

Total possible 
8=C 

Total possible 
4=D 

 

 

 

How I think I did on this project 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________. 

 


