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WHAT DID YOU SAY DEAR? 
A lesson for grade 3 
English, Reading, or Language Arts 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Civic Literacy 
By: Sheree Markley of Cape Hatteras Elementary School 
 
This lesson was created with funding through Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA-grant 
funded project.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The learner will be able to demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking by editing letters written during the Civil War. 
 
The learner will be able to demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing by editing letters written during the Civil War. 
 
The learner will use historical thinking skills to understand the context of events, people and places. 

TEACHER PLANNING 

TIME REQUIRED 
Two 60-minute class periods 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
Writing  

MATERIALS/RESOURCES NEEDED: 
• Computer with internet access 
• Pencil and paper 
• Dictionary for each group or spell check 
• Letters from the North Carolina Digital Collection:  

Francis Marion Poteet to Martha Hendley Poteet on November 23, 1863 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,2145 
Martha Hendley Poteet to Francis Marion Poteet on June 16, 1864 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,2065 
Francis Marion Poteet to Martha Hendley Poteet on July 5, 1964 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,2068 
Peter Poteet to Francis Marion Poteet July 16, 1861 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,2076 
Francis Marion Poteet to Martha Hendley Poteet on August 21, 1864 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,2084 
Daniel W. Revis to Sarepta Revis, May 31, 1863 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,1214 
Sarepta Revis to Daniel Revis, June 17, 1863 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,1240 
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Undated envelope addressed to Larkin Kendrick 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,1392 

ACTIVITY SEQUENCE 

STEP ONE: INTRODUCTION (10 MINUTES) 
On the computer or Smartboard show students the undated envelope addressed to Larkin Kendrick, which can 
be found at: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,1392 

Ask students if they think this letter made it to its destination. Why or why not? How are the envelopes 
addressed differently today? Why do you think there isn’t a zip code on the envelope? Why would it be more 
difficult to deliver mail during the war? 

STEP TWO: (15 MINUTES) 
On the computer or Smartboard show the students a copy of the letter from Francis Marion Poteet (husband) to 
Martha Henley Poteet (wife), which can be found at: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p15012coll8,2145 

Ask students if the letter is difficult to read. What makes it difficult? What do you think they used to write the 
letter? 

Ask a student volunteer to try to read the letter. Show the transcribed letter, which can be found on the left side 
of the screen under View: (select page and text). Ask the students if the letter is easier to read from the 
transcribed version. Why or why not? Ask if there are any spelling or punctuation mistakes in the transcribed 
version.  

STEP THREE: (30 MINUTES) 
Divide class into groups of 2 students. Each student in the group will be assigned the job of scribe or reader. Give 
each group a letter to edit. This can be done by printing a copy of the letters and giving each group a hard copy 
of one letter or the students can use the transcribed letter on the computer. Have one student in each group act 
as the scribe to either type or write the edited letter and have the other member of the group to read the edited 
version to the class. 

STEP FOUR: (45 MINUTES) 
Ask each group to read their edited letter to the class. To see the flow of communication it would be best to 
read the letters in chronological order. 

STEP FIVE: (30 MINUTES) 
Have each student write a summary from the letters about what they learned about life during the Civil War, 
including what was happening on the war front and at home.  

ASSESSMENT 
There will be two assessments for this lesson. The first two learning goals will be assessed by using the student’s 
edited version of the letter. The third learning goal will be assessed by using the student’s written summary 
from Step Five. 

AUTHOR’S NOTES 
As a way of comparing communication during the Civil War and present time you could use a Venn diagram. 
Students could do this individually using a copy of a Venn Diagram or you could do a whole group activity using 
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hula hoops and premade index cards to make your Venn Diagram. Some things to include in your Venn Diagram: 
person’s name, street address, post office box, city, state, zip code, tamp, delivered by US Postal service. 

Copy of Venn diagram worksheet attached. 

NORTH CAROLINA ESSENTIAL STANDARDS 
3.L.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

3.L.3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

3.H.2 - Use historical thinking skills to understand the context of events, people and places. 

 

 

Name: __________________________ 

Communication: Civil War and present 

Date:___________________________ 
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Civil War 

both 

Present 


