
1 
 

NORTH CAROLINA THEN AND NOW 
A lesson for grade 3 
English, Reading, or Language Arts 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Financial, Economic, Business, & Entrepreneurial Literacy  
By: Sheree Markley of Cape Hatteras Elementary School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. Ensuring 
Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- grant funded project.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The learner will be able to search the internet for information that relates to their topic on North Carolina. 

The learner will be able to write an article on a given topic as related to North Carolina. 

The learner will be able to locate a graphic (photograph, artwork, etc.) on the web that relates to their article. 

The learner will be able to publish their article using a computer software program. 

The learner will be able to compare/contrast North Carolina in the early/mid twentieth century to today.  

TEACHER PLANNING 

TIME REQUIRED 
Three 60-minute class periods 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
Product based 

MATERIALS/RESOURCES NEEDED: 
• Computers with internet access 
• Software program for publishing 
• From the NC State Government Publication Collection: North Carolina Today  
• URL:  http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,80616 
• Pencil and paper 

ACTIVITY SEQUENCE 

INTRODUCTION (10 MINUTES) 
Pull up the cover of the booklet North Carolina Today Volume 1 No.1 from the NC State Publication Collection 
(URL listed above). Show cover on Smart board, computer, etc. Ask students the following questions. What is the 
title of this publication? Do you think the picture on the cover is a depiction of  North Carolina today? Why not? 

STEP ONE (10 MINUTES) 
Picture walk with your students through Volume 1 briefly discussing each page as you go. Have students 
compare what they see in the booklet with .1 – . 

STEP TWO (15 MINUTES) 
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Tell the students that they will be publishing their own booklet of North Carolina Today. On the board 
brainstorm a list of topics that could be included. Assign each student a topic. Some possible topics: scenic 
highways, The Lost Colony Theater, natural resources of each region, crops, industry, cultures, outdoor activities 
of each region, important people in our state, state parks, monuments, national parks/monuments/seashores, 
and native animals/plants.   

STEP THREE (45-60 MINUTES) 
Using the internet the students will research his/her topic. Students will take notes in notebook or index cards. 
The student will share their collected information with the teacher. At this point the teacher will let the student 
know if he/she has enough (or too much) information. 

STEP FOUR (60 MINUTES) 
Students will use their notes to write a first draft for their article. Upon completion of their first draft the 
students will conference will the teacher or another adult to see what revisions or corrections need to be made. 

STEP FIVE (30-45 MINUTES) 
Students will type their final draft using a software program for publishing. 

STEP SIX (30 MINUTES) 
Students will search the internet for a visual to go with the article they wrote. The student will then insert the 
visual into their article. 

STEP SEVEN  
The teacher or selected students will compile the student’s articles into a booklet for publication.  

Ask your media specialist to add the booklet to the library collection or to display it. 

ASSESSMENT 
Each student’s final product will be the summative assessment for the project.   

NORTH CAROLINA ESSENTIAL STANDARDS 
3.C.1 – Understand how diverse cultures are visible in local and regional communities. 
3.C.1.1 – Compare languages, foods and traditions of various groups living in local and regional communities. 
3.C.1.2 – Exemplify how various groups show artistic expression within the local and regional communities. 
3.C.1.3 – Use non-fiction texts to explore how cultures borrow and share from each other (foods, languages, 
rules, traditions and behaviors). 
3.H.1 – Understand how events, individuals and ideas have influenced the history of local and regional 
communities. 
3.H.1.1 – Explain key historical events that occurred in the local community and regions over time. 
3.H.1.2 – Analyze the impact of contributions made by diverse historical figures in local communities and regions 
over time. 
3.H.1.3 – Exemplify the ideas that were significant in the development of local communities and regions. 
3.H.2 – Use historical thinking skills to understand the context of events, people and places. 
3.H.2.1 – Explain change over time through historical narratives (events, people and places). 
3.H.2.2 – Explain how multiple perspectives are portrayed through historical narratives. 
3.RIT.5 – Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant 

to a given topic efficiently. 
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3.RIT.7 – Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 
3.RP.1  – Apply a research process as part of collaborative research. 
3.TT.1  – Use technology tools and skills to reinforce classroom concepts and activities. 
3.W.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
3.W.4 – With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 
above.) 
3.W.6 – With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 


