
 

 

The Wilmington Race Riot: A Perspective of Change 

A lesson plan for grade 11 
History (United States) 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Civic Literacy 
By: John Spicer of Hibriten High School, Lenoir, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a 
NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

Learning Outcome 

Students will examine the cause and effect relationship of events surrounding the Wilmington Race Riots and will be able to assess the progress 
of civil rights in this country in the last century. 

Type of Activity: Establishing Cause and Effect 

Materials/Resources Needed 

• Introductory Blabberize: 

o http://blabberize.com/view/id/526849   
• Introductory video on race relations with emphasis on Wilmington Race Riot: 

o http://youtu.be/Z8w8wdNYQlY  

• Document 1: Wilmington Race Riot Commission’s Report of 2006 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,5335 

• Document 2: “Early African American Perspectives on the Wilmington Race Riots of 1898” 
o http://docsouth.unc.edu/highlights/riots_1898.html 

• Document 3: J. Allen Kirk   “A Statement of Facts Concerning the Bloody Riot in Wilmington, N.C. Of Interest to Every Citizen of the 
United States” 

o http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/kirk/summary.html  

 



 

 

• Document 4: “Commemorating Wilmington's Racial Violence of 1898: From Individual to Collective Memory” (Essay by Melton A. 
McLaurin)  

o http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/southern_cultures/v006/6.4mclaurin.html  

• Video of John Hope Franklin’s comments on the Wilmington Race Riots: 
o http://youtu.be/HWkCnd6F_2I  

• Link to song, “Black and White:” 
o http://pl.st/p/18641430795 

• Quizlet review games: 
o http://quizlet.com/_3llvy  

Activity Sequence 

1. Introduce students to the topic of the Wilmington Race Riots with the Blabberize link. 

2. Show the short video on race relations and the Wilmington Race Riot.  (Due to the graphic nature of some of the beginning photographs the 
teacher may want to start the video at minute marker 1:46.  The focus of the video at this point is the Wilmington Race Riot.) 

3. Pass out copies of the graphic organizer, Cause and Effect: The Wilmington Race Riot. 

4. Assign students to collaborative pairs and tell them that they will work together to learn about and complete the graphic organizer on the 
Wilmington Race Riot.  Direct students to the 4 primary source documents (Documents 1-4)  Students will work together in order to investigate 
the primary causes and effects of the Wilmington Race Riot.  (Students will find particularly interesting the photographs, maps, and charts within 
the text of Document 1.) 

(A) Students will scour the documents for both long term and short term causes of the riot. (Remind students to look at the table of 
contents for documents, where available.)  Ask them to think about civil rights events and people that impacted what happened during 
the riot. 

(B)  Now have students look back through the documents and come up with a good summary of what occurred in Wilmington of 1898.   
Remind them to think about “Who?, What?, Where?, and Why?.” 

(C) Finally students will identify both short term and long term effects of the Wilmington Race Riots.  Students should be very familiar 
with the primary source documents now and should be able to complete this portion of the graphic organizer in an efficient manner. 



 

 

5. Once all pairs have completed the graphic organizer have a discussion about the historical significance of the Wilmington Race Riot in terms of 
what was happening in other parts of the nation (Plessy v. Ferguson, etc.). 

6. Play the song, Black and White, by “Three Dog Night” while showing the words. (Link to song listed above, Words listed at end of this 
document).  After listening to the song, ask students to discuss the possible meaning of the lyrics.  After discussion, tell them that the words of 
this song were written in response to the 1954 Supreme Court decision, Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas.  

7. Have a discussion about how race relations have changed over the course of the past century (since the time of the Wilmington Race Riot). 

8. Play Quizlet review game.  Students may do this individually, or teacher can play game with the entire class using digital projector.  Note that 
there are different ways to play the game: flash cards, scatter, etc. 

9. As a culminating activity students may choose from the following options: 

(A) Find a series of photographs that show the two general time periods discussed in this lesson (1898-1910, 1954-current).  Each 
student should have at least 6 photographs from each period.  Create a storyboard (using poster board or tech tool approved by the 
teacher such as PowerPoint, Prezi, etc.) that describes race relations (both the positive and the negative) in the two time periods.  Each 
photograph should be described in the student’s own words.  The storyboard should show a progression of time and how race relations 
have changed over time. 

(B) Develop and draw two political cartoons.  The first cartoon would express your opinion on the Wilmington Race Riot.  The second 
cartoon would focus on the Brown v. Board decision.  Students are encouraged to express their opinions, but should be reminded to be 
respectful. 

(C) Imagine that you are a newspaper reporter who goes back in time to November of 1898.  Write a newspaper article in which you 
describe the events surrounding the Wilmington Race Riot.  Then, write an editorial for the newspaper in which you evaluate how race 
relations have changed since 1898.  Be sure to address:  Are race relations better now?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessment 

Assess student learning by evaluating the culminating activity for the lesson.  Student presentation of their learning to the class could be 
assessed as well.  Remember that students have been encouraged to express opinions and evaluate the progress of civil rights issues over the 
span of time. 

Author’s Notes 

Differentiation: The John Hope Franklin video may be more suitable for higher level students.  

North Carolina Essential Standards 

USH.H.2 Analyze key political, economic and social turning points in United States History using historical thinking. 

USH.H.5 Understand how tensions between freedom, equality and power have shaped the political, economic and social development of the 
United States. 

USH.H.8 Analyze the relationship between progress, crisis and the “American Dream” within the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Black and White 

- words by David Arkin, music by Earl Robinson, © 1956 
 

The ink is black, the page is white 
Together we learn to read and write 
A child is black, a child is white 
The whole world looks upon the sight, a beautiful sight 
 
And now a child can understand 
That this is the law of all the land, all the land 
 
The world is black, the world is white 
It turns by day and then by night 
A child is black, a child is white 
Together they grow to see the light, to see the light 
 
And now at last we plainly see 
We'll have a dance of Liberty, Liberty! 
 
The world is black, the world is white 
It turns by day and then by night 
A child is black, a child is white 
The whole world looks upon the sight, a beautiful sight 
 

The world is black, the world is white 
It turns by day and then by night 
A child is black, a child is white 
Together they grow to see the light, to see the light 
 
The world is black, the world is white 
It turns by day and then by night 
A child is black, a child is white 
The whole world looks upon the sight, a beautiful sight 
 
The world is black, the world is white 
It turns by day and then by night 
A child is black, a child is white 
Together they grow to see the light, to see the light 
 
C'mon, get it, get it 
Ohh-ohhhh, yeah, yeah 
Keep it up now, around the world 
Little boys and little girls 
Yeah, yeah-eah, oh-ohhh

 
 

 



 

 

Graphic Organizer: The Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events Leading up to the Wilmington 
Race Riot (Causes) 

The Wilmington Race Riot Results of the Wilmington Race Riot (List 
both short-term and long-term.) 


