
 

 

Separate….Is not Equal! 

A lesson plan for grade 11 
History (United States) 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Civic Literacy 
By: John Spicer of Hibriten High School, Lenoir, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. Ensuring 
Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

Learning Outcome 

Students will learn about discriminatory segregation laws and how society has changed in regards to the 
enfranchisement of African Americans. 

Type of Activity: Researching segregation Laws with demonstration of learning via creative piece  

Materials/Resources Needed 

• Computer access, Internet, poster board, markers, various magazines  

• Introductory Fotobabble: 
o  http://www.fotobabble.com/m/NUhhYnJLdTA2OUU9  

• Primary Source documents for Scavenger Hunt: 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,236918, Digital Page 71  (1925, Marriage) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,251615, Digital page 730 (1947, Hospital care) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,252056, Digital page 1171 (1947, Cemeteries) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,239490, Digital page 318 (1931, Prisons) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,239970, Digital page 798 (1931, Polls) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,240018, Digital page 846 (1931, Library books) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,217702, Digital page 197 (1907, Schools) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,218390, Digital page 885 (1907, Library rooms) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,218655, Digital page 1150 (1907, Voter registration) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,236942, Digital page 95 (1925, Nurses) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,237315; Digital page 468 (1925, Prisons) 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,175803, Digital page 13 (1832, Preaching) 

Websites for Civil Rights research: 

• http://www.sitinmovement.org/ 

• http://ncmuseumofhistory.org/workshops/civilrights1/biblio.htm 

• http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/322/entry 

• Personal Narrative audio files from PBS of people who have experienced “Jim Crow:” 

• http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_narratives.html  

  



 

 

Activity Sequence 

Curriculum Placement: During unit on the Civil Rights Movement           
Time frame: Two 90 minute class periods 

1. Introduce the lesson by playing the Fotobabble.  Have a discussion with students regarding the 14th and 15th 
Amendments.  Review the fact that many Southern states, including North Carolina, passed segregation laws in 
order to continue to disenfranchise African Americans. 

2. Pass out copies of the Scavenger Hunt activity.  Direct students to the primary source websites.  Each of these 
is an example of a discriminatory segregation law that was passed in North Carolina.  (Students are directed to 
appropriate specific parts of the law that relate to the lesson topic.)  Ask students to list the year and topic (such 
as “Segregation in Schools”) then summarize, in the student’s own words, how the law was discriminatory and 
unfair. 

3. Have a general discussion with students as to how these laws reflect the period in which they were written.  
Talk about how these “Jim Crow laws” keep African Americans from having complete participation in society. 

4. Discuss with students some of the people and events (Martin Luther King, Jr., the Greensboro Sit In, etc.) that 
have affected positive change in this country in regards to civil rights.  Teacher and/or students may use the 
provided links to resources in order to research this topic. 

5. Pass out copies of the poem (I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings) from North Carolina poet Maya Angelou and 
have students to read the poem.  Ask students for their interpretations of the poem and it might relate to the 
struggles of African Americans prior to and during the civil rights movement. 

6. Students will develop a creative piece in which they express their understanding of segregation laws and the 
positive influence of the civil rights movement.  Students may choose from the following: 

* Narrative Poster – Select 6 discriminatory/segregation laws that we studied. On your poster provide (A) your 
summary of the law, (B) how this law affected African Americans in a negative way, (C) a visual representation of 
your learning, why this law is unfair and unjust (cut-out from magazine, your own personal drawing or artwork, 
etc.) 

* A Poem or Short Story – Write a poem or short story in which you include references to 6 
discriminatory/segregation laws that we studied.  As you develop your poem or short story, include your 
reasoning as to why these laws are no longer considered fair.   

* A PowerPoint or Prezi presentation (or other tech tool as approved by the teacher) – Create a presentation for 
your class in which you explain 6 discriminatory/segregation laws and evaluate how well the civil rights 
movement helped to change treatment of African Americans in the United States. 

 

 



 

 

Assessment 

Student learning will be assessed by their creative piece as described in Step 6 above.  The teacher may ask 
students to show and share their work to the class. 

Author’s Notes 

To extend this lesson the teacher may use some first-hand accounts (audio) from PBS of those that experienced 
“Jim Crow.”  Website: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_narratives.html  

North Carolina Essential Standards 

USH.H.5 Understand how tensions between freedom, equality and power have shaped the political, economic 
and social development of the United States. 

USH.H.8 Analyze the relationship between progress, crisis and the “American Dream” within the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

SCAVENGER HUNT 

Directions:  Using the primary source documents given to you by your teacher, see how many North Carolina 
segregation laws from the past that you can find.  List the year and topic then summarize, in your own words, 

how the law was discriminatory and unfair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings 

by Maya Angelou 

The free bird leaps  
on the back of the win  
and floats downstream  
till the current ends  
and dips his wings  
in the orange sun rays  
and dares to claim the sky.  
 
But a bird that stalks  
down his narrow cage  
can seldom see through  
his bars of rage  
his wings are clipped and  
his feet are tied  
so he opens his throat to sing.  
 
The caged bird sings  
with fearful trill  
of the things unknown  
but longed for still  
and is tune is heard  
on the distant hillfor the caged bird  
sings of freedom  
 
The free bird thinks of another breeze  
an the trade winds soft through the sighing trees  
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright lawn  
and he names the sky his own.  
 
But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams  
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream  
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied  
so he opens his throat to sing  
 
The caged bird sings  
with a fearful trill  
of things unknown  
but longed for still  
and his tune is heard  
on the distant hill  
for the caged bird  
sings of freedom. 

 


