
 

 

Got Change?:  How Issues Facing North Carolina Have Changed Since 1869 

A lesson plan for grade 11 
History (United States) 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme:  Civic Literacy 
By:  John Spicer of Hibriten High School, Lenoir, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

Learning Outcome 

Compare and contrast issues (for example, public education) faced by North Carolina as related 
by the Governors’ addresses of 1868 and 2009. 

Type of Activity:  Exploration of Local Issues using Primary Source Documents 

Materials/Resources Needed 

• Computer, digital projector, speakers 

• Voki link for Introduction to Lesson: 
o http://www.voki.com/pickup.php?scid=4135542&height=267&width=200  

• Primary Source 1 – Governor Holden’s 1869 address (from North Carolina Digital Collection): 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,101859 (pp 11-26) 

• Primary Source 2 – Governor Perdue’s 2009 Inaugural Address (Video): 
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nc5u7tB84oQ&feature=related  

• Primary Source 3 – Governor Perdue’s 2009 Inaugural Address (Text): 
o http://abclocal.go.com/wtvd/story?section=news/local&id=6596839 

• Graphic Organizer (Included) 

Activity Sequence 

Time frame: Two 90 minute periods 

Sequence: During unit on Reconstruction 

1. Begin by showing the short introduction Voki of Lincoln.  Review with students the Civil War and 
Reconstruction and the fact that North Carolina was under the Reconstruction policies of the federal 
government in the years following the Civil War.  Set up the lesson by telling students that William 
Holden was elected governor of North Carolina in 1868, in the midst of Reconstruction. 

2. Create heterogeneous groups of 3-5 students and organize students in their groups. 

3. Explain to students that they will now explore the major issues concerning the state of North Carolina 
of the late 1860s as outlined by Governor William Holden in his address to the General Assembly in 



 

 

1869.  Begin this segment of the lesson by passing out copies of his address, pp 11-26 (Page numbers 
referenced are digital pages and not necessarily the page number printed on the document).   

4. In groups, students will complete Part I of the graphic organizer identifying major issues facing the 
state of North Carolina as determined by Governor Holden in 1869.  Students will scour the primary 
source document (pp 11-26) for the major issues and enter one issue per box in the graphic organizer.  
(For example the major issue of “debt” is found at the bottom of page 11/top of page 12 in the 
document.) A brief explanation should also be included in the box. Although Governor Holden identifies 
many issues, students will only be required to list 6.  (If technology is available, an alternate means of 
demonstration of learning would be to create a “Wordle” at http://www.wordle.net/create using the 
major issues found within the speech.  Students should be prepared to explain the issues mentioned in 
the Wordle.)   

5. After students have completed the graphic organizer (or Wordle), each group will report out on their 
findings.  Discuss with students why these issues were important to the state in the context of the late 
1860s and the period of Reconstruction. 

6. Tell students that they will now look at a more contemporary view on the major issues facing the 
state of North Carolina.  Explain that Beverly Perdue was elected as the state’s first female governor in 
2008 and gave her Inaugural Address in January 2009.  Pass out copies of the text of Governor Perdue’s 
Inaugural Address (or allow students to view the document online using the link above).  Show the video 
of the Address using the link above.  (Starting the video at :40 would be appropriate.)  Students may 
follow along with the text of the speech as they watch the video if they like. 

7. Groups will now work together using the text of the speech to complete Part II of the graphic 
organizer outlining the major issues facing the state of North Carolina according to Governor Perdue.  
Students will scour the primary source document for the major issues and enter one issue per box in the 
graphic organizer.  A brief explanation should also be included in the box. Although Governor Perdue 
identifies many issues, students will only be required to list 6.  (If technology is available, an alternate 
means of demonstration of learning: Create a “Wordle” as above. 

8. After students have completed the graphic organizer, each group will report out on their findings to 
the class.  Discuss with students why these issues are important to the state today. 

9. As a class, ask students to compare both graphic organizers. Discuss these questions with students: 

•  What are the commonalities found in the two Inaugural Addresses and why are these issues 
important? 

• What are the differences in the two Inaugural Addresses? 

• Can you think of other issues that are of major importance to our state today? Explain. 

 

 



 

 

Assessment 

As a culminating activity, each student will develop a creative piece by choosing from the following: 

Choice A: Create a collage that has two sides.  On one side of your collage place photographs 
and words that relate issues important to the state of North Carolina in both 1869 and 2009.   
On the other side of your collage place photographs and words that are only relevant to North 
Carolina today.  Be prepared to explain your use of words and photographs. 

Choice B: Imagine that you have just been elected governor of North Carolina.  Formulate your 
Inaugural Address on paper or give your Address via webcam using www.eyejot.com.  (Free)   In 
your Inaugural Address you must refer to at least two issues from “the old days of 1869” and 
identify two new challenges for the state today.  Be sure to use your own thoughts and opinions 
for the new challenges.  

Choice C: Write an editorial for your newspaper in which you argue that challenges facing North 
Carolina are of greater importance (or of lesser importance) today than the challenges facing 
North Carolina in 1869.   Support your statements by citing references from both Inaugural 
Addresses within your letter. 

Reflection/Closure 

 As a reflection for lesson closure, ask students to identify common themes of history (change, 
cause and effect, etc.) that are found in every student’s creative piece.  Remind students that 
history is cyclical, but there are always new challenges. 

Author’s Notes 

Each teacher faces different time constraints.  This lesson may be adapted to fit within most any 
reasonable time frame.  For example, only students who volunteer might make presentations to 
the class.   

North Carolina Essential Standards 

USH.H.4 Analyze how conflict and compromise have shaped politics, economics and culture in 
the United States. 

USH.H.5 Understand how tensions between freedom, equality and power have shaped the 
political, economic and social development of the United States. 

USH.H.7 Understand the impact of war on American politics, economics, society and culture. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part I 

 

 

 

 

Major Issues from 
Governor Holden’s  
Address of 1869 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Part II 

Major Issues from 
Governor Perdue’s Inaugural 

Address of 2009 

 

  

 

  


