
 

 

Replacement of Herbert C. Bonner Bridge (Oregon Inlet) 

A lesson for grade 10 
Government and Civics 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme: Financial, Economic, Business, & Entrepreneurial Literacy 
By: Sheree Markley of Cape Hatteras Elementary School 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
 

1. The learner will be able to explain why the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge (Oregon Inlet) was built at 
the current location? 

2. The learner will be able to state why there is a need for a new bridge and give supporting 
details. 

3. The learner will be able to identify the factors that are considered before bridge construction 
and why these factors are important. 

4. The learner will be able to state perspectives that are shaping public policy. 
5. The learner will be able to investigate and judge the environmental impacts of new bridge 

construction. 

Type of Activity: Discovery, Collaboration, Synthesis 

Materials/Resources Needed 

Materials: 

• Computers with internet access 

• From the NC State Government Publications Collection: NC 12 replacement of the Herbert C. 
Bonner Bridge (bridge no. 11) over Oregon Inlet, federal aid no. BRS-2358(15) NCDOT project 
definition 32635, TIP no. B.2500, Dare County, North Carolina: administrative action, 
environmental access 
URL: http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,40548 

• Paper/pencil 
 
Resources: 

• National Park Service (NPS)  www.nps.gov/index.htm 

• NC Department of Environment and Natural Resource (NCDENR)  
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/guest 

• Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) www.ncfisheries.net/ 

• National Marine Fisheries (NMF) www.nmfs.noaa.gov/   

• NC Dept. of Transportation (NCDOT) http://www.ncdot.org/projects/ 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) www.fws.gov/ 



 

 

• Clean Water Act  www.epa.gov/regulations/laws/cwa.html 

• National Environment Policy Act (NEPA)  www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/ 

• NC Wildlife Commission  www.ncwildlife.org/ 

• Historic Preservation Office  www.hponcdcr.gov/ 

Activity Sequence 

Introduction: 

How would not having a bridge at Oregon Inlet impact the lives of those living on Hatteras Island and 
Ocracoke? 

Step One: 

Explore the issue of rebuilding the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge by locating and reading the 
following document: NC 12 replacement of the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge (bridge no. 11) over 
Oregon Inlet, federal aid no. BRS-2358(15) NCDOT project definition 32635, TIP no. B.2500, 
Dare County, North Carolina: administrative action, environmental access. 

Step Two: 

Divide class into 5 groups. Give each group one of the following goals to address:  

The learner will be able to explain why the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge (Oregon Inlet) was built at 
the current location? 

The learner will be able to state why there is a need for a new bridge and give supporting 
details. 

The learner will be able to identify the factors that are considered before bridge construction 
and why these factors are important. 
 
The learner will be able to state perspectives that are shaping public policy. 
 
The learner will be able to investigate and judge the environmental impacts of new bridge 
construction. 

Step Three: 

 Each group will present their findings to the whole class. Students will critique each group’s 
work, giving both positive comments, questions for clarification, and disagreements. 

Step Four: 

 Each group will present their solution for the best placement of the new bridge and give 
supporting facts. 



 

 

 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

W.1Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.2Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

W.4Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 

W.1Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display 
information flexibly and dynamically.  

W.8Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

 W.9Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

LH.1Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to 
such features as the date and origin of the information. 

LH.6Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, 
including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 

LH.7Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in 
print or digital text. 

RIT.1Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RIT.8Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

SL.1Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 SL.4Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  



 

 

 
SL.5Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) 
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

LS.1Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, attending to the 
precise details of explanations or descriptions. 

LS.6Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text, defining the question the author seeks to address.  
 
LS.7Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., a 
table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into 
words. 
  
LS.8Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claim or a 
recommendation for solving a scientific or technical problem. 

 


