
 

 

This Town’s Trashy! A Mock Public Hearing on Garbage and Sanitation 

A lesson plan for grade 10 
Government and Civics 
21st Interdisciplinary Theme: Environmental Literacy 
By: John Spicer of Hibriten High School, Lenoir, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project.  

Learning Outcome 

Students will understand the problem of sanitation in North Carolina communities and will be able to 
make comparisons with current issues and problems facing our state and local communities. 

Type of Activity: Mock Public Hearing 

Materials/Resources Needed 

• Computer, speakers, copies of handouts 

• Introductory Zooburst link: 
o http://www.zooburst.com/book/zb0_4e1efe1d971bc  

• Primary Source Document: “The Removal of Garbage (1881):” 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,71451  

• Funnelbrain “Answer Search:” 
o http://www.funnelbrain.com/c-756408-.html  

• Video on muckraker, Jacob Riis: 
o http://youtu.be/EACoIbokOcc  

Activity Sequence 

Curriculum Alignment: During unit on problems created by Industrialization        

Time frame: Two 90 minute periods (One period for preparation, One period for mock hearing) 

1. Introduce the lesson by viewing the Zooburst.  Click on Enter Fullscreen.  Click on the photo to see a 
brief statement.  Click on the forward arrow to advance the page.  There are 4 total pages.  On the final 
page is a discussion question.  Have a short conversation with students about the issue of sanitation. 

2. Pass out copies of the 1881 report or, if technology allows, students may view the document on line. 
(Page numbers referred to in this lesson are the digital page numbers and not necessarily the page 
numbers printed on the actual document.) Instruct students to first scan the document for major 
concepts and facts. 

 



 

 

3. Ask students go to the Funnelbrain link and answer each of the 10 questions by reading the material 
as noted on the Answer Search card.  Once students feel as if they have the correct answer, they may 
click “See the Answer.”  Students with incorrect responses should be given time to review the “Removal 
of Garbage” document in order to see the text of the correct answer.  (Teachers may ask students to 
write down their answers, depending on how the student is to be assessed on this activity.)  Have a brief 
discussion about the sanitation problems facing North Carolina at the time. 

4. (Optional, for use with U.S. History emphasis) Play the video on Jacob Riis.  Introduce the video by 
connecting it to the period of Industrialization and the muckraking that occurred during this time period.  
After viewing the video have a short discussion on how muckrakers addressed the issue of sanitation in 
the cities and how they helped to bring about positive change. 

5. Conduct a role play.  Students will participate in a mock public hearing.   

(A) The class will assume different roles in order to carry out the mock public hearing in the imaginary 
town of Pleasantville.  Assign student roles:  

Pleasantville City Sanitary Association members (All students who do not have one of the roles 
below) 

Chairperson of the Pleasantville City Sanitary Association 

Lobbyist 1, representing the interest group, Citizens for a Clean Environment 

Lobbyist 2, representing the interest group, Tired of Taxes 

2 citizens to speak from the point of view of the Citizens for a Clean Environment 

2 citizens to speak from the point of view of the Tired of Taxes group 

(B) Distribute a handout to each student and ask each student to review his/her particular role.  Give 
students time to work together as appropriate and develop their roles and formulate their arguments as 
necessary. (The Chairman of the Association will meet with the Association members in order to 
establish rules and procedures for the Association meeting.  The lobbyist for the Citizens for a Clean 
Environment will meet with the 2 citizens and discuss how their argument will be presented during the 
Association meeting.  The lobbyist for the Tired of Taxes group will meet with the 2 citizens and discuss 
how their argument will be presented during the Association meeting.) 

(C) Set up the classroom in the style of a public hearing room.  Using the Meeting Agenda, allow 
students to conduct the mock public hearing.   

6. Debrief the mock public hearing by using these discussion questions: 

* How do the problems of 1881 relate to modern day problems face by cities in North Carolina? 

* How did the two interest groups impact the decision of the Association? 



 

 

* How did the citizens who commented to the Association impact its decision? 

* What are the economic and environmental trade-offs involved in making these types of 
decision? 

Assessment 

Assess students by their participation in preparing for and carrying out the mock public hearing. 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

CE.C&G.4 Understand how democracy depends upon the active participation of citizens. 

CE.C&G.5 Analyze how political and legal systems within and outside of the United States provide a 
means to balance competing interests and resolve conflicts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Handout: Pleasantville City Sanitary Association 

 

Pleasantville, the town in which you live, has a city Sanitary Association in order to deal with issues that 
arise concerning waste disposal in the community.  Each of you has been assigned an important role to 
play in our class activity.  Read below to find out more information about your role: 

Chairperson of the Pleasantville City Sanitary Association – You were appointed by the Pleasantville 
mayor and approved by the Pleasantville city council to head the City Sanitary Association.  Your role is 
to run the meetings of the association in a fair, orderly, and efficient manner. 

Pleasantville City Sanitary Association members – You were elected by the people of Pleasantville to 
serve on the City Sanitary Association.  You must represent the views of your constituents as well as be 
true to what you feel is just and right whenever making decisions for the community. 

Lobbyist 1, representing Citizens for a Clean Environment – You are the lawyer representing a local 
environmental group called the Citizens for a Clean Environment.  Your group is opposed to dumping 
waste products that might damage the earth and harm the environment.  Your organization is 
determined to promote ways of getting rid of waste even if these methods are very expensive.  Be 
prepared to answer questions from the Pleasantville Sanitary Association members. 

Lobbyist 2, representing the Tired of Taxes group – You are the lawyer representing a local group of 
citizens who are fed up with increasing taxes.  Your organization is committed to reducing government 
spending in order to keep property taxes low in your community.  You will not agree to an increase in 
the expenses of the local government. Be prepared to answer questions from the Pleasantville Sanitary 
Association members. 

Member of the Citizens for a Clean Environment - Your group is opposed to dumping waste products 
that might damage the earth and harm the environment.  Your organization is determined to promote 
ways of getting rid of waste even if these methods are very expensive. Be prepared to answer questions 
from the Pleasantville Sanitary Association members. 

Member of the Tired of Taxes group - Your organization is committed to reducing government spending 
in order to keep property taxes low in your community.  You absolutely will not agree to an increase in 
the expenses of the local government. Be prepared to answer questions from the Pleasantville Sanitary 
Association members. 

The problem: The number of electronic devises (computers, monitors, etc.) being disposed of in the 
community of Pleasantville is rising.  Electronic Disposal Solutions Company has offered to dispose of 
the waste electronic devises generated by the community at a fee of $1000.00 per ton.  Should the 
city of Pleasantville contract with Electronic Disposal Solutions Company for this service? 

 



 

 

Pleasantville City Sanitary Association 

Public Hearing 

Agenda 

I. Call to order (Chairperson) 
II. Motion to be discussed (Chairperson): The city of Pleasantville 

will hereby enter into a contract with Electronic Disposal 
Solutions to safely dispose of all electronic waste collected by 
the Pleasantville Sanitation department at a cost of $1000.00 
per ton. 

III.  Statement by the Citizens for a Clean Environment (Lobbyist 1) 
a. Questions from Association board members 

IV.  Statement by the Tired of Taxes group (Lobbyist 2) 
a. Questions from Association board members 

V. Citizen input (Citizens) 
a. Citizens for the Motion 
b. Citizens against the Motion 

VI.  Discussion by Association board members  
VII. Vote (Chairperson will poll members of the Association)  
VIII. Announcement of decision and rational given for decision 

(Chairperson) 
IX.  Adjournment (Chairperson) 

 

 

 


