
 

 

Who Says I Can’t Make Money Playing My Guitar?: The Economic Impact of Art in North 
Carolina 

A lesson plan for grade 10 
Government and Civics 
21st Century Interdisciplinary Theme:  Financial, Economic, Business, & Entrepreneurial Literacy 
By:  John Spicer of Hibriten High School, Lenoir, NC 
 

This lesson utilizes documents from the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection. 
Ensuring Democracy through Digital Access, a NC LSTA- funded grant project. 
 

Learning Outcome 

Students will understand, from a historical perspective, how the creative mind in North Carolina has had 
a positive impact on North Carolina’s economy. 

Type of Activity: Exploration of Primary Source Documents 

Materials/Resources Needed 

• Animoto Introductory Activity: 
o http://animoto.com/play/Uvxl8SbjKNds0Dx6hlcMPQ  

• Hand Crafts in North Carolina: 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,20642  

• Video on Basket making in North Carolina: 
o http://youtu.be/TEmNgIbBhfo  

• Video of “Sweetbriar Jam,” Kid’s bluegrass group in western North Carolina: 
o http://youtu.be/diErfITFZik  

• Report on the Economic Contribution of the Creative Industry in North Carolina: 
o http://digital.ncdcr.gov/u?/p249901coll22,27410   

Activity Sequence 

Time frame: One and one half 90 minute periods                   Sequence: During unit on labor in Economics 

1. As an introductory activity tell students that they are going to view a short video.  Ask students to be 
thinking about the creative expressions seen in the video.  Show the Animoto using the link above. (full 
screen, turn speakers on.)  Have a short discussion about the different art forms seen in the video. 

2. View the short video on “Basket making in North Carolina.”  Explain to students that this is one of the 
traditional art forms found in our state. 

3. Pass out copies of the primary source document, “Handcrafts in North Carolina” or, if technology 
allows, students may view the document on line.   

 



 

 

 

4. Students will scour the publication and complete Side 1 of the graphic organizer (included).  Each 
student should pick 5 types of creativity mentioned in the brochure and list 1 fact about each 
example/type from the text.  Once students have finished this portion of the assignment, have a brief 
general class discussion about traditional crafts in North Carolina. 

5. Pass out copies of the primary source document, “Report on the Economic Contribution of the 
Creative Industry in North Carolina” or, if technology allows, students may view the document on line. 

6. Students will now complete Side 2 of the graphic organizer by reading through the Report and listing 
5 ways that creativity has positively impacted the economy of the state of North Carolina.  Once 
students have finished this portion of the assignment, have a class discussion about the findings. 

7. Show the video of “Sweetbriar Jam” and suggest to students that even creative young people play a 
role in North Carolina’s economy.  (This student bluegrass band is very talented and has become quite 
successful in western North Carolina.) 

Assessment 

As a culminating activity for this lesson, students may choose from these three ways to demonstrate 
learning: 

• Choose a form of creative expression from those discussed in the lesson….or another form with 
prior permission from teacher.  Learn about this art form and create a presentation for the class 
explaining basic heritage of this art form in North Carolina and how it might generate income.  
Examples might include pottery, basket making, playing an instrument, writing and singing a 
song, choreographing a dance, quilting, etc. 

• Find a local expert on a form of creativity (potter, basket weaver, fiddler, etc).  Create a 5-10 
minute MovieMaker video in which you introduce the artist and allow him/her to give a 
demonstration of the particular art form.  End your video by thanking your “guest” and 
summarizing how this art form relates to our state (or locality) and how income might be 
generated through this creativity. 

• Imagine that you are given the job of proving to the General Assembly that “Art Pays in North 
Carolina!”   Design a pamphlet using Microsoft Publisher in which you outline 6 art forms found 
in North Carolina and how people are making money by specializing in the particular art form.  
Be specific in giving examples, using people, and make sure that you use interesting 
photographs, charts, and graphs. 

Reflection/Closure 

Ask students to perform or share their creation for the culminating activity.  In order to make those 
students who are performing to feel more comfortable, you might create a “coffee shop” atmosphere 
and allow students to bring in refreshments for this day. 



 

 

 

Author’s Notes 

Teachers can make this activity more “local” by using art or creativity examples from the community 
rather than use the video examples noted within the lesson. 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

CE.PFL.1.1 Explain how education, income, career, and life choices impact an individual’s financial plan 
and goals (e.g., job, wage, salary, college/university, community college, military, workforce, skill 
development, social security, entrepreneur, rent, mortgage, etc.). 

CE.E.1 Understand economies, markets and the role economic factors play in making economic 
decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Name__________________________________ 

Traditional Basis for Economic Impact of Creativity in North Carolina 

Graphic Organizer 

Step 1: After reviewing “Hand Crafts in North Carolina” complete Side 1.  Choose 5 types of creativity 
mentioned in the brochure and list 1 fact about each example/type from the text.   

Step 2: After reviewing “Report on Economic Contribution” complete Side 2. Briefly explain 5 ways that 
creativity has positively impacted the economy of the state of North Carolina.   

 

SIDE 1 
 

SIDE 2 
Types of Traditional Creativity found in “Hand 
Crafts in North Carolina” 

How  Creativity has an  Economic Impact on North 
Carolina from “Report on Economic Contribution”  

Example 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

Impact 1: 

Example 2: 
 
 
 
 
 

Impact 2: 

Example 3: 
 
 
 
 
 

Impact 3: 

Example 4: 
 
 
 
 

Impact 4: 

Example 5: 
 
 
 

Impact 5: 

 


